Mamdani allies urge him to issue
moratorium on Al in schools

Parents, advocates and lawmakers called for a two-year pause,
citing risks to student privacy and critical thinking.
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Parents and advocates rallied in City Hall Park to call for a two-year moratorium on artificial intelligence in
schools. | Madina Touré/POLITICO

NEW YORK — Allies of Mayor Zohran Mamdani urged him to issue a two-
year moratorium on artificial intelligence in New York City public schools,
as the school system looks to roll out new guidelines to address the rapidly
changing technology.

Details: The Coalition for an AI Moratorium — a group of parents,
educators and advocates — rallied Thursday afternoon to denounce
preliminary guidelines the Department of Education released last month.
They argue the technology poses a significant risk to students’ privacy,
cognitive development, critical thinking and mental health.
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The rally drew members of the Alliance for Quality Education, a prominent
statewide education advocacy group that endorsed Mamdani, and New
Yorkers for Racially Just Public Schools, a citywide coalition that met with
his campaign during the mayoral race.

“The mayor has mayoral control [of public schools] so he can just say ‘Slow
your horses, we don’t gotta put anything out in June,” said Kaliris Salas-
Ramirez, an East Harlem parent and member of the coalition’s steering
committee, during the rally at City Hall Park.

Former City Comptroller Brad Lander — whom Mamdani endorsed in his
bid for Congress — and City Councilmember Alexa Avilés, a democratic
socialist and Mamdani backer, also attended.

“Letting AI do your schoolwork is like sending a robot to the gym to exercise
for you,” Lander said. “There are good uses for robots, but they cannot help
you get stronger.”

A 45-day public comment period is underway, and the DOE plans to publish
updated guidance in June. The pushback also comes ahead of a vote by the
DOE’s governing body later this month to establish the city’s first AI-focused
high school.

How we got here: Mamdani told business leaders last summer that Al
could be helpful for putting together lesson plans. But he later walked back
some of those remarks, maintaining the technology should supplement
rather than replace teachers.

The AI moratorium coalition delivered a petition Thursday with nearly
2,000 signatures to Ailish Brady, senior education adviser for First Deputy
Mayor Dean Fuleihan. The group has also engaged Chancellor Kamar
Samuels, according to Salas-Ramirez.

A City Hall spokesperson did not respond to requests for comment on
Mamdani’s position. But Nicole Brownstein, a DOE spokesperson, said
engagement with school communities will continue, and noted many
students and educators “are already engaging with Al in their lives.”

“In order to meet this moment, we know we must design educational spaces
that never lose sight of original thinking or human centered learning while
advancing Al literacy safely and responsibly, ultimately preparing our
students for the workplace of the future,” Brownstein said in a statement.

In a candidate survey submitted to NYC Kids PAC, a political action
committee, before the June Democratic primary, Mamdani accused former
Mayor Eric Adams of taking a “cavalier approach” to Al in schools and
vowed to work with teacher, parent and student groups to establish


https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyasVlxItr2fdP9GFDpe8m4oi88lXFGXei52n966MomgQCRbRd9VQ1vqPt9npcgbD8JdgdqE1bqjtbl8e-2FKkAo4lFqr-2FVYsqsIPF58T7wDLLaOuKr3LI4T9GpVy9bFsSnKC9GjPOgA0bxkl9psqXI5PdjrTxKvlsB1H-2FKTvjTuVSrvWFN_CJk00d6fElAdo0VqtgGbCpW5IRctxgM-2ByZ4xENozlyy9M4fQCpgyl-2B0dpC8nyxoX6ULERc1-2Bg8n0npbihvY5A4jvnyCAFWO2pyHqBkUh6b7iCfV1A9vtG20VZuTbK9pKlPf0KMbKfysqctz0CTKohl-2BxzTwAsDTp9fBaV-2FM8EsAqrXNIKYL-2FPJmYZpw8sulrUO6EScriCQzZHhIcsijG5ly4Da6UxyHfo7ATViO3wdZvdVrWPKU5Vf-2BquXrO-2FRX6dCWVSpPxveRvIZa7fmMmMeUDM83-2FGXofZ7YP2JEe3wul2EP0M3op7i9TWeMq5siVF5t1DnBhbH-2F2BcQRn4mkEzZo7U01YEN2IEBd8raIwBjBubG3fIvpzeRRnWBV-2F5QIJOkaaTz5E4YMTnOeuzbSvdLYxuMnti04zHXbs1Z7y7dLwnOI-2F1b6HqEu-2FD1n2YmE28UgC1DtgAPOq3CwhEZERXGbvuY3zTd9f9Uqc1dzEymXbFA2-2BGK7qrIisIaf4AhBX-2Bs5B6YbxfxGTLzokCeAj2jeNC96MKScvfs6gy2PEqOq1QsJ9Krn-2FInY5ZVE0l0I
https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyasVlxItr2fdP9GFDpe8m4oi88lXFGXei52n966MomgQD5Vxp8rrIQBK6WiLTE-2BY6soWuo9zwCxqAvSD3PCvqZxUaUya1QUxPqXaQcHG5mQFefamFu2CwV75X6EThoi2Pn9OWU5WE2r5MfkCo31rQTcwU1nWSMNbXb3SSHDxtbxAHXBOsf6BgEFfBCWO3mnFug-3D-3D3suF_CJk00d6fElAdo0VqtgGbCpW5IRctxgM-2ByZ4xENozlyy9M4fQCpgyl-2B0dpC8nyxoX6ULERc1-2Bg8n0npbihvY5A4jvnyCAFWO2pyHqBkUh6b7iCfV1A9vtG20VZuTbK9pKlPf0KMbKfysqctz0CTKohl-2BxzTwAsDTp9fBaV-2FM8EsAqrXNIKYL-2FPJmYZpw8sulrUO6EScriCQzZHhIcsijG5ly4Da6UxyHfo7ATViO3wdZvdVrWPKU5Vf-2BquXrO-2FRX6dCWVSpPxveRvIZa7fmMmMeUDM83-2FGXofZ7YP2JEe3wul2EP0M3op7i9TWeMq5siVF5t1DnBhbH-2F2BcQRn4mkEzZo7U01YEN2IEBd8raIwBjBubG3fIvpzeRRnWBV-2F5QIJOkaaTz5E4YMTnOeuzbSvdLYxuMnti04zHXbs1Z7y7cKJe-2Bq38-2BdAPoBJULOH0SCKb3LIUhUqhhAOIBHadKEbL-2FpItPv2On5U94GF0odv-2BWOzNWtubcmDKnjbFRN5lXk0fpUBuJUqeRJQ9c4Yx3-2BnxWFV-2FLj65OcorDCUISgEwtHmD0WoI-2FsSg9WQeIhB09K
https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyfLLntdyRMNU-2FZRmS-2Byup8lkSVpBX4Z4v9PgU6l60jiDm3SupxgLd8-2FrZpOUVlATt5cJ6lmd2u2x5OtPMJfNf6BcTL7oif7NekQwcE4MvDKSLmBrgMG5sIyVgUfpFE-2BfS70-2F9LYwKIo-2FWyaaf9D00Nya2jWrtHWII-2Bb0Z7K4iyakMdBc_CJk00d6fElAdo0VqtgGbCpW5IRctxgM-2ByZ4xENozlyy9M4fQCpgyl-2B0dpC8nyxoX6ULERc1-2Bg8n0npbihvY5A4jvnyCAFWO2pyHqBkUh6b7iCfV1A9vtG20VZuTbK9pKlPf0KMbKfysqctz0CTKohl-2BxzTwAsDTp9fBaV-2FM8EsAqrXNIKYL-2FPJmYZpw8sulrUO6EScriCQzZHhIcsijG5ly4Da6UxyHfo7ATViO3wdZvdVrWPKU5Vf-2BquXrO-2FRX6dCWVSpPxveRvIZa7fmMmMeUDM83-2FGXofZ7YP2JEe3wul2EP0M3op7i9TWeMq5siVF5t1DnBhbH-2F2BcQRn4mkEzZo7U01YEN2IEBd8raIwBjBubG3fIvpzeRRnWBV-2F5QIJOkaaTz5E4YMTnOeuzbSvdLYxuMnti04zHXbs1Z7y7dAf0D6yKhMg-2F1Bq-2FLAANnGNyBSdqh8UVyx-2FdaDekTXW0VdJR2V9BXR8C4r6gj4IHCD5ODIQ4WF5lOTXYdFLi55DVso1Va2QPdh-2Ft1YWpXPS-2FWHM3j21vRDVQ-2F3xUP8w4HLBuyzvIQbD9SOCPqGX4pG
https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyeV7xr09U8MRHsB61GCH5cxK5158HtudXwyf0B4ge5sOFBExwJF7tJV27HXXKSh8kq6HJiNgPO5QvEi4T4qGa0WObvIjLDd1UxwbLJlCSEf9m90R6FSdHhKfzyC1PrYD51R-2Fw4EvPY0-2BJcRQBwKk3qZrMhV8rF0Z9Y6A2DzgZ-2F7E55bqNNoXjqW73Ja1Dg8yzQScsaHKP5CVfFQUcTeoYQSP-2BoUqMXLatb8-2FxAROljsB7DKdqgSzozTHsI6KJlPxrC4r-2FHviJ6wcYrol5p4ZboD61foPbolfBcRBH1Kw57o-2BPOyP1kksqvBgDlYbGgS2D3-2B2wcizsMbhbTh48PLq7oUUCzUI93XsVR9BrRsDT6X6TtEWo2ASbg8itcEImmmAsQ-3D-3DRAbd_CJk00d6fElAdo0VqtgGbCpW5IRctxgM-2ByZ4xENozlyy9M4fQCpgyl-2B0dpC8nyxoX6ULERc1-2Bg8n0npbihvY5A4jvnyCAFWO2pyHqBkUh6b7iCfV1A9vtG20VZuTbK9pKlPf0KMbKfysqctz0CTKohl-2BxzTwAsDTp9fBaV-2FM8EsAqrXNIKYL-2FPJmYZpw8sulrUO6EScriCQzZHhIcsijG5ly4Da6UxyHfo7ATViO3wdZvdVrWPKU5Vf-2BquXrO-2FRX6dCWVSpPxveRvIZa7fmMmMeUDM83-2FGXofZ7YP2JEe3wul2EP0M3op7i9TWeMq5siVF5t1DnBhbH-2F2BcQRn4mkEzZo7U01YEN2IEBd8raIwBjBubG3fIvpzeRRnWBV-2F5QIJOkaaTz5E4YMTnOeuzbSvdLYxuMnti04zHXbs1Z7y7dh-2BJXNp0Hs9YgyrVbR0H3g5985UHI5HkgCYv03sRUcDYUnrbO8Uqdg1gt9appgmYTiEFg2twn7cBCdQVKQu1sOO3HVCFJtukswGs2i83fwPHGbt8GF9kXIvTW1r4yn-2Fd7pNkHmA0OZaMVc124PhNEB
https://url4763.email.politicopro.com/ls/click?upn=u001.Q6ij-2B6lCBUOmLoIECmNeyeV7xr09U8MRHsB61GCH5cxK5158HtudXwyf0B4ge5sOFBExwJF7tJV27HXXKSh8kq6HJiNgPO5QvEi4T4qGa0WObvIjLDd1UxwbLJlCSEf9m90R6FSdHhKfzyC1PrYD51R-2Fw4EvPY0-2BJcRQBwKk3qZrMhV8rF0Z9Y6A2DzgZ-2F7E55bqNNoXjqW73Ja1Dg8yzQScsaHKP5CVfFQUcTeoYQSP-2BoUqMXLatb8-2FxAROljsB7DKdqgSzozTHsI6KJlPxrC4r-2FHviJ6wcYrol5p4ZboD61foPbolfBcRBH1Kw57o-2BPOyP1kksqvBgDlYbGgS2D3-2B2wcizsMbhbTh48PLq7oUUCzUI93XsVR9BrRsDT6X6TtEWo2ASbg8itcEImmmAsQ-3D-3DRAbd_CJk00d6fElAdo0VqtgGbCpW5IRctxgM-2ByZ4xENozlyy9M4fQCpgyl-2B0dpC8nyxoX6ULERc1-2Bg8n0npbihvY5A4jvnyCAFWO2pyHqBkUh6b7iCfV1A9vtG20VZuTbK9pKlPf0KMbKfysqctz0CTKohl-2BxzTwAsDTp9fBaV-2FM8EsAqrXNIKYL-2FPJmYZpw8sulrUO6EScriCQzZHhIcsijG5ly4Da6UxyHfo7ATViO3wdZvdVrWPKU5Vf-2BquXrO-2FRX6dCWVSpPxveRvIZa7fmMmMeUDM83-2FGXofZ7YP2JEe3wul2EP0M3op7i9TWeMq5siVF5t1DnBhbH-2F2BcQRn4mkEzZo7U01YEN2IEBd8raIwBjBubG3fIvpzeRRnWBV-2F5QIJOkaaTz5E4YMTnOeuzbSvdLYxuMnti04zHXbs1Z7y7dh-2BJXNp0Hs9YgyrVbR0H3g5985UHI5HkgCYv03sRUcDYUnrbO8Uqdg1gt9appgmYTiEFg2twn7cBCdQVKQu1sOO3HVCFJtukswGs2i83fwPHGbt8GF9kXIvTW1r4yn-2Fd7pNkHmA0OZaMVc124PhNEB

guardrails before any expansion. The PAC is part of the Al moratorium
coalition.

“Right now, Mayor Mamdani is continuing the course that Eric Adams
began, rushing ahead with the expansion of AI without careful guardrails or
any actual consultation with teachers, parents or students,” said Leonie
Haimson, co-chair of the Parent Coalition for Student Privacy.



