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In the Matter of an Appeal to the NYS Commissioner of 
Education, AMANDA VENDER, individually, and o/b/o 
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SCHELLSTEDE, individually, and o/b/o her minor child, 
W.R.; TANESHA GRANT, individually, and o/b/o her 
minor child M.M.; NAILA ROSARIO, individually, and 
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L.M., and M.-Y.M., and all similarly situated NYC Public 
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CLASS SIZE MATTERS, 
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DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, THE NEW 
YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, AND 
CHANCELLOR DAVID C. BANKS, in his official 
capacity, 
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Issuance of the Virtual and Blended Courses Guidance, 
which Unlawfully Permits the Respondents to Assign and 
Place Petitioners’ Respective Children in Virtual or Blended 
Classes Without First Obtaining Express Written Consent 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------- x 
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Respondents BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OF 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK, THE NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, and 
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CHANCELLOR DAVID C. BANKS (collectively, “Respondents”), by and through their attorney, 

Muriel Goode-Trufant, Acting Corporation Counsel of the City of New York, in response to the 

“Corrected Verified Petition,”1 dated June 12, 2024 (hereinafter, “Petition”), respectfully state and 

allege as follows: 

1. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “1” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

2. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “2” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

3. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “3” of the Petition, except admit 

the Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

4. The allegations set forth in paragraph “4” of the Petition call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required. To the extent a response is required, deny the 

allegations set forth in paragraph “4” of the Petition, and respectfully refer the Commissioner to 

the Regulations of the Commissioner and the “Virtual and Blended Learning Courses Guidance” 

referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of their contents.  

5. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “5” of the Petition, and 

respectfully refer the Commissioner to the Regulations of the Commissioner referenced therein for 

a complete and accurate statement of their contents.  

 
1 The Rules of the Commissioner do not provide for any amendments of a petition as of right, nor 
do they permit a motion to amend. As such, as set forth in greater detail, infra, Respondents 
contend that the Corrected Verified Petition is a nullity. Moreover, it is not actually verified, and 
thus is also a nullity on these grounds.  

Notwithstanding and in addition to these objections to the propriety of the Corrected Verified 
Petition, Defendants respond to it insofar as the Commissioner may wish to reach the merits of the 
allegations set forth therein. 
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6. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “6” of the Petition. 

7. The allegations set forth in paragraph “7” of the Petition call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required. To the extent a response is required, deny the 

allegations set forth in paragraph “7” of the Petition. 

8. The allegations set forth in paragraph “8” of the Petition call for a legal 

conclusion for which no response is required. To the extent a response is required, deny the 

allegations set forth in paragraph “8” of the Petition, except admit that Petitioners purport to 

proceed as set forth therein. 

9. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “9” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

10. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “10” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

11. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “11” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

12. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “12” of the Petition, except admit 

that, in April 2024, the Board of Regents voted to adopt amendments to Sections 100.1, 100.2, and 

100.5 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to Virtual Instruction, 

effective September 1, 2024, and respectfully refer the Commissioner to the regulations referenced 

therein for a complete and accurate statement of their contents. 

13. The allegations set forth in paragraph “13” of the Petition have been deleted 

and thus no response to them is necessary; to the extent that such a response is necessary, 

Respondents deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “13” of the Petition. 
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14. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “14” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

15. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “15” of the Petition except admit 

that virtual learning is discussed in the class size reduction plan, and respectfully refer the 

Commissioner to the authority referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of its 

contents. 

16. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “16” of the Petition. 

17. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “17” of the Petition, and 

respectfully refer the Commissioner to the authority referenced therein for a complete and accurate 

statement of its contents and holdings. 

18. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “18” of the Petition, and 

respectfully refer the Commissioner to N.Y. Educ. Law § 211-d. 

19. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “19” of the Petition, except admit 

that the Class Size Working Group was convened in 2023, and respectfully refer the Commissioner 

to the report referenced therein for a full and accurate statement of its recommendations. 

20. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “20” of the Petition, except deny 

knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of the allegations regarding 

Petitioners’ concerns. 

21. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “21” of the Petition. 

22. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “22” of the Petition. 
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23. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “23” of the Petition. 

24. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “24” of the Petition, and respectfully refer the Commissioner 

to the Affidavit referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of its contents. 

25. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “25” of the Petition, and respectfully refer the Commissioner 

to the Affidavit referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of its contents. 

26. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “26” of the Petition, and respectfully refer the Commissioner 

to the Affidavits referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of their contents. 

27. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “27” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

28. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “28” of the Petition. 

29. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “29” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

30. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “30” of the Petition. 

31. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “31” of the Petition. 

32. Deny knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief as to the truth of 

the allegations set forth in paragraph “32” of the Petition. 
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33. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “33” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein, and respectfully refer the Commissioner to 

the Regulations referenced therein for a complete and accurate statement of their contents. 

34. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “34” of the Petition. 

35. Deny the allegations set forth in paragraph “35” of the Petition, except admit 

that Petitioners purport to proceed as set forth therein. 

36. Deny any and all allegations otherwise contained in the Petition. 

AS AND FOR A STATEMENT OF THE 
MATERIAL AND PERTINENT FACTS, 
RESPONDENTS HEREBY RESPECTFULLY 
STATE AND ALLEGE AS FOLLOWS: 

37. On or about April 16, 2024, the Board of Regents of the University of the 

State of New York adopted amendments to 8 N.Y.C.R.R. §§ 100.1-.2, .5 concerning virtual and 

blended instruction.  

38. Upon information and belief, these amendments are due to take effect on 

September 1, 2024.  

39. In pertinent part, these amendments provide that “parents, or persons in 

parental relation of a student, . . . may opt-in to receive virtual instruction and/or blended 

instruction if such instruction is offered” by a school district. 8 N.Y.C.R.R. § 100.2(u)(1) (effective 

Sept. 1, 2024). 

40. When such instruction is offered, the school district must further ensure that 

the remote and/or blended educational program provided to students with disabilities aligns with 

applicable State learning standards and is provided in accordance with those students’ 
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Individualized Education Programs (“IEPs”), among other things.2 This is meant to ensure that 

students with disabilities “continue to receive educational services so as to enable the student to 

receive a free appropriate public education.” Id. § 100.2(u)(5). 

41. On or about May 13, 2024, Respondents published guidance in an effort to 

align their provision of virtual and/or remote educational programs with the Board of Regents’s 

amendments to the Regulations of the Commissioner and with the State Education Department’s 

practice. See generally Pet’rs’ Ex. D. 

42. At that time, Respondents’ guidance indicated that schools could program 

students for virtual and/or blended learning in anticipation of receiving opt-in forms from parents 

to optimize the programming process and ease administrative burdens “provided that they [were] 

prepared to move students to a traditional, in-person program if the parents [did] not consent.” 

Pet’rs’ Ex. D, at p. 7 (emphasis added). The guidance also indicated that final student schedules 

that include virtual/blended courses must have parental consent on file. Id. Pet’rs’ Ex. D, at pp. 

20-21.  

43. Subsequently, Petitioners brought the instant proceeding, contending that 

this guidance conflicted with the Regulations of the Commissioner, which, Petitioners assert, 

specifically requires a parent to affirmatively opt-in to virtual and/or blended programs for their 

student. 

44. On July 2, 2024, Respondents amended their guidance for clarity, making 

it explicitly clear that schools may not program students in virtual and/or blended programs if they 

 
2 It is also worth noting that the State Education Department’s website indicates that, where used, 
virtual instruction need not be reflected on an IEP. N.Y.S. Educ. Dep’t, Educational Design & 
Technology, Virtual Learning, https://www.nysed.gov/edtech/virtual-learning (responding to 
question “When a student with a disability participates in virtual courses, is it a requirement that 
the IEP reflect this mode of instruction?”). 

https://www.nysed.gov/edtech/virtual-learning


 -8-  

have not received an opt-in from their parent by the first day of school. A true and accurate copy 

of this updated guidance is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. Ver. Ans., Ex. 1, at p. 22. 

45. If an opt-in form is received after the first day of school, then a school has 

discretion to accommodate the student’s participation in virtual or blended learning so as to 

minimize disruption to the student’s learning. Id. 

46. Moreover, although such a situation is not directly addressed by the 

Regulations of the Commissioner, should a parent initially opt-in to virtual and/or blended learning 

for their student and then wish to rescind or to revoke that consent, Respondents will endeavor to 

accommodate the parent’s wishes in light of the totality of the circumstances, including, but not 

limited to, the timing of the would-be rescission or revocation, the extent of disruption to the 

student’s educational progress, the student’s individualized needs, etc.  

47. For students with disabilities, the method by which Respondents provide 

those students’ educational programs is driven, first and foremost, by the terms of each respective 

student’s IEP. As described in the guidance, students with disabilities opting to participate in 

virtual or blended courses must be provided all testing accommodations, modifications, and 

supplementary aids and services recommended on their IEP or 504 Plan. Ver. Ans., Ex. 1, at p. 10. 

Moreover, if the needs of a student with a disability cannot be met in the virtual/blended program, 

the student must be offered a full, in-person program. Id.  

48. Moreover, because a parent is the party ultimately responsible for the 

decision of whether a student will opt-in to receive virtual and/or blended instruction as a general 

matter, parents can decide whether they believe that such instruction will be beneficial for their 

student with disabilities. To that end, parents may at any time request a new IEP meeting if they 

believe that their student’s educational program—whether in-person, virtual, and/or blended—is 
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not meeting their student’s needs.3 See N.Y.C. Dep’t of Educ., Special Education Standard 

Operating Procedures Manual, at p. 89 (updated Nov. 16, 2021), available at 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-

library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2 

(describing parental requests for reevaluation of “a student’s special education needs, program, or 

services”).  

AS AND FOR A FIRST AFFIRMATIVE 
DEFENSE: PETITIONERS LACK STANDING 
AND/OR THEIR CLAIMS ARE MOOT. 

49. “An individual may not maintain an appeal pursuant to Education Law § 

310 unless aggrieved in the sense that he or she has suffered personal damage or injury to his or 

her civil, personal, or property rights.” Appeal of Northington, Dec. No. 17,982, 2021 NY EDUC. 

DEPT. LEXIS 28, at *5 (N.Y. Educ. Dep’t Apr. 15, 2021) (citations omitted). In other words, 

“[o]nly an individual who is directly affected by an action has standing to commence an appeal 

therefrom.” Id. (citations omitted). To that end, a petitioner generally lacks standing to assert the 

rights of others. Id.at *6 (citations omitted). 

50. However, a classwide appeal under Section 310, brought on behalf of 

similarly situated non-parties, may be viable where “(1) the class is so numerous that joinder of all 

members would be impracticable and (2) all questions of fact and law are common to all members 

 
3 Petitioners appear to seek as a remedy an order that, whenever a student with a disability is being 
placed in a remote and/or blended learning environment, an IEP meeting must be held. (Ver. Pet., 
at p. 11.) Beside the fact that no such placement would be made without parental consent (thus 
necessitating parental participation in the placement), Petitioners do not have standing to demand 
such a remedy in the abstract, absent any allegations in the Petition that any of them (or their 
students) actually face a placement, without consent, in a remote and/or blended environment. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2
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of the class.” Appeal of Clancy, Dec. No. 18,222, 2023 NY EDUC. DEPT LEXIS 2, at *3-4 (N.Y. 

Educ. Dep’t Jan. 10, 2023) (citations omitted); see also 8 N.Y.C.R.R. § 275.2. 

51. A petitioner bears the burden to establish “the number of individuals he or 

she seeks to represent and show that all questions of fact and law are common to all members of 

the class.” Id. (citations omitted). 

52. Finally, even where a party had standing, the issues presented in their 

petition must remain ripe. “The Commissioner will only decide matters in actual controversy and 

will not render a decision on a state of facts that no longer exists due to the passage of time or a 

change in circumstances[.]” Appeal of A.W., Dec. No. 18, 256, 2023 N.Y. EDUC. DEPT. LEXIS 

36, at *3 (N.Y. Educ. Dep’t Mar. 22, 2023) (citations omitted).  

53. Petitioners here are five parents, bringing claims in their own right and on 

behalf of their students, as well as an entity petitioner named Class Size Matters.  

54. The parent Petitioners contend, in sum and substance, that remote and/or 

blended learning environments are ill-suited for their students.  

55. However, as the Commissioner is aware, the Respondents do not require 

that a student receive remote and/or blended instruction over a parent’s disagreement; consistent 

with the Regulations of the Commissioner and as spelled out in Petitioners’ most recent guidance, 

see generally Ver. Ans., Ex. 1, a parent may opt-in to such instruction. Petitioners’ assertions about 

the dangers or harms that will befall their students in a remote and/or blended learning environment 

are thus unfounded and, to the extent, that they were ever ripe, have become moot. 

56. Furthermore, Petitioner Class Size Matters’s reliance on an affidavit of 

Leonie Haimson to assail remote and/or blended instruction more generally is a red-herring. In 

adopting regulations concerning remote and/or blended instruction, the Board of Regents has 



 -11-  

clearly concluded that remote and/or blended instruction is a permissible mode of instruction. If 

Class Size Matters believes that this decision was wrongly made, their remedy lies against the 

State of New York and not Respondents. And to the extent that the implementation of remote 

and/or blended instruction may negatively affect one or more students in the abstract, those 

presently-unripe harms are for those students and their families to bring to the Commissioner’s 

attention if they occur, with the benefit of an individualized assessment of the particular student’s 

needs. 

57. Simply put, Petitioners here tout only potential harms—harms that, if 

Petitioners themselves do not opt-in to receive remote and/or blended instruction, they will not 

endure. They are hypotheses about the difficulties that Petitioners’ (or other’s) students might 

face—regression in their educational advancement, difficulties using technology, lower grades—

if they are placed in remote and/or blended learning environments. Yet none of these alleged harms 

have yet occurred, as the 10-month school year has not even begun, and none of them will occur 

if Petitioners do not opt-in to remote and/or virtual learning.  

58. Petitioners thus lack standing. 

59. Even if Petitioners did have standing, however, their claims are now moot, 

as Respondents have amended their guidance to make explicitly clear that remote and/or blended 

instruction will only be provided with parental consent. See generally Ver. Ans., Ex. 1. This is the 

central remedy Petitioners seek in this proceeding, and with it having now been provided by 

Respondents, Petitioners’ claims are moot. The Commissioner should therefore deny the Petition. 

60. Lastly, to the extent that, in the caption, Petitioners hold themselves out as 

bringing claims on a classwide basis on behalf of similarly situated students and their families, 

Petitioners have failed to meet their burden to do so. They have not established the number of 
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persons that they purport to represent, or that the questions of law of fact are common to all such 

persons. Appeal of Clancy, Dec. No. 18,222, 2023 NY EDUC. DEPT LEXIS 2, at *3-4 (N.Y. 

Educ. Dep’t Jan. 10, 2023) (citations omitted). Indeed, given the highly individualized nature of 

educational needs, Petitioners would be hard-pressed to demonstrate that remote and/or blended 

instruction negatively affects all students in a common fashion.  

61. The Commissioner should thus deny the Petition. 

AS AND FOR A SECOND AFFIRMATIVE 
DEFENSE: PETITIONERS HAVE 
IMPROPERLY ATTEMPTED TO AMEND 
THEIR PETITION, NOTWTHSTANDING 
THEIR CHARACTERIZATION OF THEIR 
AMENDMENT AS A CORRECTION, AND 
THEIR CLAIMS ARE THUS NOW TIME-
BARRED. 

62. “Under the Commissioner's regulations, there is no authority for a party to 

amend pleadings in an appeal to the Commissioner pursuant to Education Law § 310.” Appeal of 

V.T., Dec. No. 17,979, 2021 NY EDUC. DEPT. LEXIS 26, at *8 (N.Y. Educ. Dep’t Apr. 1, 2021).  

63. Petitioners’ Petition is dated June 12, 2024, but on June 16, 2024, 

Petitioners filed a purported “Corrected” petition.  

64. Respondents are not aware of the Office of Counsel having solicited the 

filing of a corrected petition, but in any event, the petition is corrected only in name.  

65. Although the corrected petition does contain seemingly minor line edits, it 

also contains substantive changes to allegations.  

66. For example, the corrected petition changes the allegations about why 

Respondents intend to use remote and/or blended instruction, Ver. Pet. ¶ 13, and reasons for certain 

Petitioners’ concern about such instruction, id. ¶ 26. These substantive changes are in the manner 

of an amendment to the Petition, rather than correction.  
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67. Yet as noted, amendments are not permitted in appeals under Section 310 

before the Commissioner. As such, Petitioners’ corrected verified petition should be rejected.  

68. If the corrected petition is the operative pleading, moreover, it appears that 

this proceeding is time-barred, as the relevant guidance from Respondents that Petitioners attack 

was published on May 12, 2024, more than thirty days prior to this proceeding’s commencement 

via the corrected petition.   

69. The Commissioner should therefore deny the Petition. 

AS AND FOR A THIRD AFFIRMATIVE 
DEFENSE: THE CORRECTED VERIFIED 
PETITION IS NOT VERIFIED AND THUS IS A 
NULLITY, AND PETITIONERS’ OTHER 
DEMANDED REMEDIES SHOULD BE 
DENIED. 

70. The Regulations of the Commissioner require that all pleadings in an appeal 

to the Commissioner be verified. 8 N.Y.C.R.R. § 275.5. “When a petition is not properly verified, 

the appeal must be dismissed.” Appeal of Jackson, Dec. No. 18,276, 2023 NY EDUC. DEPT. 

LEXIS 54, at *2 (N.Y. Educ. Dep’t May 17, 2023) (citations omitted).  

71. To the extent that the corrected petition is the operative pleading, it has not 

been re-verified since its correction. It is therefore a nullity and should be dismissed. 

72. Lastly, to the extent that the Petition demands a remedy that all students 

with disabilities have an IEP meeting before their placement in a remote and/or blended learning 

environment, or that Respondents should confirm a student’s internet and computer capabilities, 

among other things, these demands are totally untethered to the allegations in the Petition and 

should be denied.  

73. First, as noted, supra, the guidance describes that, if a parent opts for their 

student with a disability to participate in virtual or blended learning, all testing accommodations, 
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modifications, and supplementary aids and services recommended on the IEP or 504 Plan must be 

provided. Ver. Ans., Ex. 1, at p. 10. To the extent that an IEP may need to be altered in light of a 

particular student’s individual needs, then Respondents and/or the student’s parents are 

empowered to convene an IEP meeting. See id.; N.Y.C. Dep’t of Educ., Special Education 

Standard Operating Procedures Manual, at p. 89 (updated Nov. 16, 2021), available at 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-

library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2. 

(And again, the fact that instruction may be virtual and/or blended need not be memorialized on 

an IEP. N.Y.S. Educ. Dep’t, Educational Design & Technology, Virtual Learning, 

https://www.nysed.gov/edtech/virtual-learning (responding to question “When a student with a 

disability participates in virtual courses, is it a requirement that the IEP reflect this mode of 

instruction?”).) An across the board mandate is thus unnecessary.  

74. Second, if a student does not have the internet or computer capabilities to 

receive remote and/or blended instruction, then Respondents will take measures to ensure that the 

student receives their educational program notwithstanding those impediments. And in any event, 

as repeatedly stated, a parent has the choice to decline to opt-in to remote and/or blended learning 

in the first place.  

75. Therefore, the Petition and its demanded remedies should be denied.  

  

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/specialeducationstandardoperatingproceduresmanualmarch.pdf?sfvrsn=4cdb05a0_2
https://www.nysed.gov/edtech/virtual-learning
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Virtual and Blended Courses 

OVERVIEW 

The purpose of this document is to assist NYCDOE high schools in understanding and effectively implementing 
policies regarding virtual and blended courses.1 Virtual and blended courses, like all credit-bearing courses, must 
align to learning standards, provide adequate instructional time, and be taught by subject-certified teachers. The 
only substantive difference between virtual, blended, and traditional classroom courses is how instruction is 
delivered and where students are when receiving instruction. 

In April 2024, NYSED voted to define virtual learning2 and explain the conditions under which 
virtual/blended instruction may be delivered.3 These updates codify virtual/blended learning 
terminology in Part 100 and solidify their place in New York State’s menu of learning options. 
The amendments to Part 100 regarding virtual learning do not take effect until September 1, 
2024. This guidance includes new preparatory steps that all schools offering virtual/blended 
learning in 2024-25 must take this spring and summer, prior to the start of the school year. 

In alignment with the revised New York State regulations, this guidance uses the term “virtual” 
instead of “online” when referring to instruction that takes place exclusively through internet-
connected devices and will replace previous references to online courses. Key terms are further 
defined on page 3. 

This guide supplements existing resources on graduation requirements and policies for awarding high school 
course credit, as outlined in the High School Academic Policy Guide. For additional support implementing virtual 
and blended courses, contact your OPE Lead (formerly APPA).  

QUICKLINKS 

OVERVIEW .................................................................................................................................................................. 1 
QUICKLINKS ................................................................................................................................................................ 1 
KEY TERMS .................................................................................................................................................................. 3 
Virtual/Blended Course Requirements ...................................................................................................................... 4 
Daily/Weekly Instructional Time ................................................................................................................................ 6 
Parent Opt-In .............................................................................................................................................................. 7 

Step 1: Letter of Interest (May/June) ..................................................................................................................... 7 
Step 2: Parent Opt-In Form (August) – Updated July 2024 .................................................................................... 7 

Attendance ................................................................................................................................................................. 8 
Taking Attendance for Virtual/Blended Courses .................................................................................................... 9 

Multilingual Learners/English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities ................................................... 10 

1 This guide was previously called “Online and Blended Courses” 

2 Part 100.1(y) 

3 Part 100.2(u) 

https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/part-100-regulations-commissioner-education
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/AcPolicy-HighSchoolAcademicPolicyGuide
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/AcPolicy-HighSchoolAcademicPolicyGuide
https://sites.google.com/schools.nyc.gov/edudirectory/home
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KEY TERMS 

Virtual Learning Environment: An instructional and learning environment facilitated through 
digital video-based technology and/or a virtual learning management system where 
teacher-to-student, student-to-student, and/or student-to-content interactions occur solely 
through digital, internet connected technology.  

Virtual Instruction: Synchronous, or a combination of synchronous/asynchronous instruction 
designed for delivery entirely in a virtual learning environment where there is regular and 
substantive interaction between the student and teacher.  

Blended Instruction: Instruction that is partially delivered as synchronous instruction in an in-
person learning environment and partially as synchronous or a combination of 
synchronous/asynchronous instruction in a virtual learning environment where there is 
regular and substantive interaction between the student and teacher.  

Virtual/Blended Course: A course where students receive instruction entirely through internet-
connected devices (i.e., a virtual course) or partially through internet-connected devices 
(i.e., a blended course). Because the same policies apply regardless of whether a course is 
virtual or blended, the term “virtual/blended course” is used throughout this document to 
refer to both models.  

Remote Instruction:4 Virtual instruction that happens during emergency circumstances only and 
is not meant for non-emergency usage. The difference between remote and virtual 
instruction is that “remote instruction is instruction that occurs due to limitations on access 
to a brick-and-mortar classroom while virtual instruction is an intentional learning course or 
program conducted through digital means.”5 This document describes policies related to 
virtual/blended courses; it does not address system-wide pivots to remote instruction due 
to emergencies.  

Synchronous Learning: Synchronous instruction is defined as live interaction between the 
teacher and student(s) at a scheduled time, communicated in advance to parents/families 
and students.  

Asynchronous Learning: Instruction and learning opportunities that are not centered on 
students and teachers interacting at the same time. Asynchronous learning activities enable 
students to work at their own pace so they can learn the same material at different times 
independently. 

 
4 The term “remote” is sometimes used in non-emergency contexts. For example, teachers who teach Virtual Learning Classrooms (VLC) 
courses are sometimes referred to as “remote teachers.” The attendance policy also uses the term “remote” to describe when students 
are learning off site.  

5 NYSED P-12 Education Committee Memo, November 30, 2023 

https://www.regents.nysed.gov/sites/regents/files/1223p12d2revised.pdf


 
  

Updated July 1, 2024 Virtual and Blended Courses 4 

On Site/Off Site: A course is considered “on site” when students receive instruction while inside 
the school building, regardless of where the teacher is. A course is considered “off site” 
when students receive instruction some place other than inside the school building such as 
at home or at a public library. The terms “at school” and “at home” respectively are used in 
parent-facing language in this document for clarity. 

School Based Virtual Learning (SBVL): Virtual/blended courses offered by a school to their 
currently enrolled students in order to provide opportunities such as advancement and/or 
flexibility to meet the needs of students and staff in the school community. Participation in 
SBVL requires central approval.  

Virtual Learning Classrooms (VLC): A program that offers schools the opportunity to enroll 
students in virtual/blended courses that are not offered at their school; classes are taught 
synchronously by Centrally-hired and trained teachers before, during, and after the regular 
school day. 

Virtual/Blended Course Requirements  

Virtual/blended courses are regular courses and must meet the same academic policies required of traditional 
classroom courses.6 A virtual/blended course can be credit-bearing, provided it meets all of the following 
requirements: 

• The course aligns with New York State commencement-level learning standards for the subject area, as 
outlined in the course syllabus; 

• Instruction is provided or supervised by a NYCDOE subject-certified teacher;  
• The course satisfies instructional time requirements (specifically, 180 minutes per week throughout the 

semester or the equivalent of 54 hours7 of instruction per credit). Students may be on site or off site 
during the required instructional time. Both synchronous and asynchronous learning can fulfill course 
instructional time requirements provided that the following conditions are met: 

o All courses must have at least one synchronous learning period per week that is programmed in 
STARS. This period can occur on any day of the week.  

o Schools must not offer fully asynchronous courses, but asynchronous learning time can account 
for a portion of the course instructional time. In order to count asynchronous learning time toward 
course instructional time requirements, schools must have mechanisms in place to track student 
engagement, and they must clearly document the expected time for students to complete 
asynchronous activities.  

  

 
6 Per NYSED Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.5 10. 
7 Or 45 hours of instruction per credit during the summer term. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/school-based-virtual-learning
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html
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• The course includes regular and substantive interaction between the student and the teacher providing 
direction and/or supervision. 

o “Regular and substantive interaction” means schools must ensure that students receive intensive 
instruction in the subject matter area provided under the direction and/or supervision of a 
NYCDOE subject-certified teacher.  

• This interaction can occur in-person (for example, during a scheduled period at school) 
and/or virtually through various media (for example, by email or interaction through the 
virtual platform). 

o The required, weekly synchronous learning period provides one opportunity for students to 
receive regular and substantive interaction, but courses must be designed so that regular and 
substantive interaction between students and teachers takes place throughout the course. The 
NYCDOE subject-certified teacher supervising virtual/blended instruction must frequently interact 
with, observe, and measure students’ progress through course content, and they must provide 
meaningful feedback on student work.  

o Interaction between the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher and the student must be frequent 
enough to allow many opportunities for students to receive instructional support and meaningful 
feedback on their progress.  

• The teacher must be consistently available to meet students’ needs. Allowing the student 
access to a subject-certified teacher for support without ongoing, regular interaction is not 
sufficient, just as it would not be in any other course.  

• The student demonstrates proficiency of the learning outcomes for the subject. For courses that 
culminate in a Regents exam, students are required to pass the Regents exam in the subject area in 
order to receive credit for the course. 

For virtual/blended courses that commence on or after September 1, 2024, students will no 
longer be required to pass the culminating Regents exam in order to earn course credit.   
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Daily/Weekly Instructional Time  

As described in the High School Academic Policy Guide (page 78), all high school students must be programmed 
for 27.5 hours of in-person instruction per week, exclusive of lunch. As an exception, students above compulsory 
age who are in the fifth year of high school or beyond may be programmed for fewer than 27.5 hours per week. 

Only schools with approved SBVL courses, schools with VLC courses, School Without Walls 
(02M395), and Virtual Innovators Academy (08X636) may count off-site, virtual/blended 
synchronous learning time toward the required 27.5 hours per week of instructional time. This 
time may include synchronous learning time that occurs during or outside the traditional, in-
person school day. All synchronous learning time must be scheduled in STARS. The following 
additional policies apply for these programs: 

• Schools must program students for at least one synchronous instructional period every 
weekday (Monday through Friday) for the purposes of daily attendance. Schools cannot 
provide a schedule in which students have an entire weekday off school.  

• Parents of each participating student must be informed of the student's daily start and 
end times as part of the opt-in process. See Parent Opt In. Students are expected to 
attend school for all scheduled periods within these daily start and end times. All 
required courses and mandated services must be provided within the daily start and end 
times communicated to parents as part of the opt-in process. Courses that are 
supplementary to a student's regular program (e.g., additional courses as make-up, 
electives, or enrichment) may be offered outside of a student's agreed upon start and 
end times in the same manner as for students participating in traditional, fully in-person 
learning.   

  

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/acpolicy-highschoolacademicpolicyguide.pdf
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Parent Opt-In  

Effective September 1, 2024, schools are required to obtain parental consent for students to participate in 
virtual/blended courses. Parents8 have the final say in this determination; schools must not make the decision 
on behalf of the parent. Students whose parents do not opt their student in to the offered virtual/blended 
course must be scheduled for a traditional, in-person program. The parent opt-in policy applies to all 
virtual/blended courses, including those that are part of SBVL and VLC.9   

Schools must implement a parent opt-in process as described below. 

Step 1: Letter of Interest (May/June) 

As part of regular procedures for communicating with students and families about course offerings for the 
following school year, schools have an opportunity to promote virtual/blended opportunities to families. Schools 
planning to offer virtual/blended courses for the 2024-25 school year must communicate to parents no later 
than the end of school year, explaining the learning environment (virtual/blended), location, and any other 
known course information at that time. The goal of this step is to help schools and families plan for the fall, offer 
parents the opportunity to ask questions, and gauge an initial level of interest. Parents are not required to 
submit their final decision at this time, and schools’ virtual/blended course offerings may change before 
September. Schools should send the letter of interest to only those parents whose students might be eligible to 
participate in a virtual/blended course offering (e.g., if a course is planned for students entering grades 11 and 
12, send the letter to those parents only).  

Schools must use the Letter of Interest (Appendix A) for this communication unless they have already completed 
a substantially equivalent exercise to inform parents of their virtual/blended plan for the upcoming school year.  

Step 2: Parent Opt-In Form (August) – Updated July 2024 
Schools must send the Parent Opt-In Form (Appendix B) as soon as the details of the intended course offerings 
are finalized and no later than August 30, 2024, to inform parents of the virtual/blended courses offered to their 
student in term 1 of the 2024-25 school year. 

Schools are encouraged to send the Parent Opt-In Form as early as possible to receive parent 
consent prior to the start of the term. Schools should request that parents return the form no 
later than September 4, 2024, so that responses can be used to finalize schedules for that term. 
Students must not participate in the virtual/blended courses without a parent opt-in form. 

Schools must complete the Parent Opt-In Form so that it contains all the details about the course that a parent 
would need to know to make their decision (e.g., which days the course meets on site and off site, the specific 

 
8 The term “parent” means the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), or any person(s) in a parental or custodial relationship to the student, 
or an emancipated minor, or a student that is 18 years of age or older and does not have an IEP. 
9 The parent opt-in process described in this guidance does not apply for School Without Walls (02M395) or Virtual Innovators Academy 
(08X636) as parents opt into a virtual/blended program as part of the admissions process.  
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meeting times, the assigned teacher of record, the days students are expected to participate using an internet-
connected device, etc.).  

Schools may distribute the form through mail, email, or a Microsoft Form, and responses returned through 
these formats are all sufficient for parent consent. Schools are encouraged to use multiple methods of 
communication to ensure that parents understand the opportunities available to their students. Schools should 
request that the form be returned prior to the start of school so that responses can be used to finalize schedules 
for that term.  

Schools must distribute the Parent Opt-In Form at least one month prior to each term in which virtual/blended 
courses are offered. Parental consent for participation in a virtual/blended course in a previous term must not 
be considered consent for participation in future virtual/blended courses.  

Schools are welcome to collect parental consent in August for the entire school year provided that the necessary 
course details can be communicated to parents. Schools choosing to follow this timeline must still provide 
opportunities for students to return to a traditional, in-person program prior to the start of each term.  

Schools are encouraged to engage with parents about virtual/blended course opportunities as 
early as possible, especially if such opportunities are new to the school community. Schools 
should consider multiple methods of communication with families to discuss virtual/blended 
options, such as mail, email, phone calls, and in-person meetings with parents.  

While parents make the final decision regarding participation in virtual/blended courses, schools should also 
identify opportunities to connect with students about virtual/blended learning opportunities so that student 
voice may be considered in decisions about course offerings.  

Attendance  

Attending school, participating in class, and demonstrating understanding are all essential components of 
student learning and achieving success in school and in life. Schools must make every effort to remove barriers 
to attendance and to help every student attend and learn every day.  
 

The definition of “present” for the day during the 2023-24 school year is as follows:   
• In Person: Student attends (is physically present in the classroom/school learning environment) at least 

one full instructional period during the school day.  
• Remote: Student attends (is present virtually for) synchronous or asynchronous instruction for the 

equivalent of at least one full instructional period during the scheduled program day.   

Consistent with the DOE’s 2023-24 attendance policy, absences must be coded with the appropriate reason 
code. Students are to be indicated as learning remotely using reason code ‘65’ for present and reason code ‘35’ 
for absent.  
 

Refer to the SY2023-24 Attendance Policy for further guidance.  
  

https://forms.microsoft.com/Pages/ShareFormPage.aspx?id=tyxJGEXvYUWFcQxC5fesB6tcQr1kbd9FhH_Eih65jNtUNUhWSDVHMDlUS0RGS1RMNDRQRDRQTTEwVi4u&sharetoken=pFr9sO47XLo14Yunn8MH
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/Policies/attendance/nyc-attendance-policy
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Taking Attendance for Virtual/Blended Courses  

All synchronous learning must be scheduled in STARS. Schools must take attendance for synchronous learning as 
follows:   

• Subject/ Period Attendance (SPAT):  As per Chancellor’s Regulation A-210, in grades 9–12 and in 
departmentalized schools (a school that is organized around academic subject departments), 
attendance also must be recorded for each period of scheduled instruction.  For program tracking, it is 
strongly recommended that schools use ATS to record period attendance.  For further guidance in 
setting up period attendance for your school, please refer to Taking Attendance - ATS - DoE-WiKi 
(nycenet.edu)  

• Daily Attendance (ROST): As per Chancellor’s Regulation A-210, Student daily attendance must be 
recorded in Automate the Schools (“ATS”) each day. Students are considered present if they are 
attending one full instructional period, that includes if they attended a virtual class scheduled during the 
school day.    

Review the scenarios below for additional guidance. 

 

Scenarios  Period Attendance (SPAT) for 
Virtual class  Daily Attendance (ROST)  

Student is scheduled for both 
virtual class and in-person 
class for the day:  
Present for the virtual class, 
but absent for all the in-
person classes  

Take attendance for each class and 
flag the attendance for virtual class 
with reason code 65 (P) or 35 (A)  

Students are considered present if they are 
present for one instructional period. If a 
student is ONLY present for the virtual class, 
use reason code 65 (P) to identify that they 
are present remotely for the day.  

Student is scheduled for only 
virtual classes for the day  

Take attendance for each class and 
flag the attendance for virtual class 
with reason code 65 (P) or 35 (A)  
  

Students are considered present if they are 
present for one instructional period. Use 
reason code 65 (P) or code 35(A) to identify 
that they are present or absent remotely for 
that day.  

Students scheduled for 
weekend classes  

Take attendance for each class and 
flag the attendance as virtual class 
with reason code 65 (P) or 35 (A)  

No daily attendance needed for weekend 
session.  Do not consider weekend classes 
that are scheduled during an unused period 
on Friday afternoon as part of Friday Daily 
Attendance.   

 

  

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-210-english.pdf
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Taking+Attendance
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Taking+Attendance
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-210-english.pdf
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Multilingual Learners/English Language Learners and Students with Disabilities  

Schools must take affirmative steps to ensure that Multilingual Learners/English Language Learners (MLs/ELLs), 
students with IEPs, and students with 504 plans can meaningfully participate virtual/blended learning.   

Multilingual Learners/English Language Learners  

• Students must not be denied participation in virtual/blended courses based on language proficiency or 
perceived proficiency.  

• All ELLs and former ELLs must be provided their mandated units of study of bilingual education, English 
as a New Language (ENL), or alternative pathways during the regular school day. 

• Plan to provide testing accommodations (i.e., time extension, separate location, bilingual dictionaries, 
glossaries, etc.) to ELLs, as needed, on English language arts (ELA) and content-area assessments (i.e., 
mathematics, science, and social studies).   

See the Policy and Reference Guide for MLs/ELLs for additional guidance.  

Students with IEPs and 504 Plans  

• Students must not be denied participation in virtual/blended courses based on disability.  
• Schools must arrange to provide all testing accommodations, modifications, and supplementary aids and 

services recommended on the IEP/504 Plan.  
• Related service schedules may need to be adjusted as needed to prevent disruption in service caused by 

the student’s schedule change.  
• As needed, IEP meetings should be held to consider whether the student requires changes to the 

recommended program or services (e.g., SETSS to support a general education virtual course or 
modifications to assistive technology) to reflect the virtual/blended program.  

• If the student’s needs cannot be met in the virtual/blended program (including with any recommended 
accommodations/supports), the student must be offered a full, in-person program.  

  

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/ell-policy-and-reference-guide.pdf
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STARS Programming 

Virtual and blended courses are regular courses. Virtual and blended courses are coded in STARS the same way 
as traditional, in-person courses, using the standardized High School Course Code Directory to reflect the 
academic content.  

The following policies apply: 

• The STARS schedule must include all synchronous learning associated with the course, regardless of 
whether students are on- or off-site. Asynchronous learning is not scheduled in STARS, as students are 
learning independently and may be working at different times.  

• Use “REM” as the location in which students are participating from a non-school location. 
• Schools must select the appropriate section properties for all virtual/blended courses. This information 

is used for compliance and reporting purposes: 

o Virtual/blended – use this property for all virtual/blended courses, regardless of whether they are 
part of a centrally-coordinated program. This property is used for compliance purposes and 
officially denotes all virtual/blended courses.  

o In addition to the virtual/blended section property, select additional properties as applicable: 

• School Based Virtual Learning (SBVL) - use this property only if the course is an approved 
SBVL course 

• Virtual Learning Classrooms (VLC) - use this property only if the course is offered through the 
VLC program 

• iLearn/LMS - use this property for all courses that integrate with iLearn or other learning 
management systems and platforms that rely on STARS rosters. This property may also be 
used for courses that are not virtual/blended.  

 

 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-HighSchoolCourseCodeDirectory
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/HSST/Section+Properties
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

General  

1. If a course routinely incorporates the internet, computers, learning management systems, or other 
technology, is it automatically considered a blended course?  

No. Using internet, computers, or other technology as resources in the classroom or as supplements to the 
curriculum does not necessarily make a class a blended course. Blended courses involve direct instruction by 
a NYCDOE subject-certified teacher through internet-connected devices and traditional, in-person learning.  

Example of blended instruction: Students receive instruction in global history through a combination of 
virtual learning and in-person instruction. Students are scheduled to participate in the synchronous virtual 
lessons during an evening period while they are off-site, and discussions and other learning activities with 
the teacher of record are scheduled to take place on site at the school.  

Non-example of blended instruction: Students receive the entirety of instruction for global history on site at 
the school. Students have access to the course syllabus, lesson plans, practice assessments and 
supplemental materials through a learning management system so that they can complete homework and 
study from home. This is not an example of blended instruction. Rather, this is a course that incorporates 
technology. 

2. How should schools ensure that virtual/blended courses are of comparable quality and rigor to traditional 
courses? 

Virtual/blended courses are regular courses and must meet the same academic policies required of 
traditional classroom courses. Schools must maintain structures for regularly evaluating new and existing 
courses, including virtual and blended courses. This may include reviewing the course syllabus, curriculum 
map, scope and sequence, sample lesson plans, assessments, and other associated resources. Schools may 
choose to use the Course Review Form as a way to ensure that a course is being implemented appropriately. 
The form is not required but may be helpful in assessing and documenting the course’s alignment with 
academic policies. 

In addition, schools must maintain appropriate documentation for all their courses. When requested, 
schools must be able to produce evidence of what is taught in their courses. Schools can document course 
content in a variety of formats, such as curriculum maps, scope and sequence guides, lesson plans, course 
directories, and pacing guides for each course they offer. These documents can substantiate that a course: 

• Was taught by the teacher of record (and as such should include the teacher’s name)  
• Was aligned to NYSED’s commencement-level learning standards in a given subject area 
• Provided sufficient content during the term in which it was offered to require 54 hours of instruction 

and to merit a credit in accordance with State and City policy 

For more information on what the syllabi for virtual/blended courses should contain, see Documenting 
Course Content. For more information on other types of documentation that may be requested for virtual or 
blended courses, see question 10 on documenting student-teacher interaction and question 11 for 
information on documenting instructional time and rigor.   

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-CourseReviewForm
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-DocumentingCourseContent
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-DocumentingCourseContent
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3. Who determines the content of virtual/blended courses?  

Virtual/blended courses must meet the same academic policies as traditional, in-person courses. The 
NYCDOE subject-certified teacher overseeing the course is responsible for examining the curriculum and 
assessments of the virtual course to ensure the content aligns with commencement-level learning standards 
and is of comparable scope and rigor to other courses offered by the high school awarding credit. This is 
true even if content is provided or supplemented by a vendor. The teacher of the course, just like in a 
traditional course, must still ensure the course is aligned to NYSED’s commencement-level standards.  

The alignment of the course components to commencement-level learning standards must be clearly 
outlined in a teacher-developed syllabus. The teacher must adapt or supplement the course content as 
needed to ensure that the course adequately addresses NYSED’s commencement level learning standards. 
See the Documenting Course Content guidance document for more information about course syllabi. 

4. Do vendor-provided platforms and content need to be pre-approved for use in credit-bearing courses?  

In general, no. Schools may choose which vendor-provided platforms and content to incorporate into 
virtual/blended courses as long as they are compliant with the NYCDOE's privacy and security standards. 
Teachers may also create their own content. However, for virtual/blended courses used as credit recovery, 
schools must use NYCDOE pre-approved virtual content vendors. See the guidance on Credit Recovery for 
additional information. 

For all virtual/blended courses, schools are responsible for ensuring that the courses align with 
commencement-level learning standards and are implemented according to the guidance provided in this 
document. See question 3 above for more information.  

See Enterprise Management Request Application (ERMA) to determine whether a vendor is compliant with 
the NYCDOE’s privacy and security standards.  

5. Are schools required to offer virtual/blended courses?  

No, schools are not obligated to offer virtual/blended courses. As for all courses, principals make the final 
decision about virtual/blended course offerings based on student needs, community interest, staffing, and 
other operational and logistical considerations.   

6. What should schools consider in deciding to offer virtual/blended courses for the first time?  

Schools interested in offering virtual/blended courses should first gauge interest from the school community 
about whether this method of teaching and learning would benefit the students. Below are key questions 
schools should ask themselves and be able to answer before offering virtual/blended courses: 

• Is there interest from parents, students, and teachers in a virtual/blended course offering? 

o If a school is unsure if a virtual/blended course offering would be desired, they could survey the 
school community at the beginning of the school year to gauge broad interest. The survey should 
ask questions that give the school a sense of what courses their community is interested in 
offering, what learning environments are most popular, and what days of week/times would be 
preferred. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-DocumentingCourseContent
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-CreditRecovery
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-CreditRecovery
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/it/doe-applications-and-systems/enterprise-request-management-application-erma
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• How will the virtual/blended course work with the school’s master schedule? 

o When schools are considering offering a virtual/blended course, they should consider how to serve 
the students who opt out of the offering or want to switch mid-term. Will the school need another 
teacher who is teaching the same course in person? Will the classes run concurrently? What room 
in the school will they use? What technology will they need?  

o Schools are responsible for communicating a clear add/drop policy to parents and students before 
the start of the school year. Schools are advised to start slow by offering one or two 
virtual/blended courses while they refine their processes.   

o Schools should consider setting deadlines for parents to send back the Letter of Intent and/or 
Parent Opt-In Form that allows them enough time to finalize student programs.  

7. Are students responsible for any expenses or equipment related to virtual/blended courses?  

No, students must not be asked to pay to take any courses that are offered by their school, including 
virtual/blended courses.10 Schools that offer virtual and/or blended instruction must ensure that students 
enrolled in such instruction have access to the digital, internet-connected technology and internet access 
necessary to receive and participate in instruction.11 

Role of the Teacher  

8. Who can teach virtual/blended courses?  

Virtual/blended courses must be instructed by a NYCDOE subject-certified teacher; this person is the teacher 
of record in STARS. As for all courses, teachers of virtual courses must be linked to a myGalaxy personnel 
record using the Teacher Reference in STARS. 

Schools and teachers should consult UFT contracts and follow procedures related to teaching 
virtual/blended courses. Contact your senior field counsel with any questions. 

9. What is the role of the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher? 

The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher is responsible for course materials, monitoring student learning, and 
awarding grades. The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher is also responsible for: 

• Creating the course syllabus and ensuring alignment to standards 
• Providing the student with opportunities for regular and substantive interaction 
• Regularly monitoring student progress, supporting the learning, and actively providing feedback 

throughout the course  
• Regularly monitoring students’ instructional time to ensure that students are on track to receive 54 

hours of instruction during the term 
• Determining if the student met the learning outcomes of the course 
• Awarding the student interim grades and a final grade at the end of the term, at which point the grade 

may also confer credit(s) 

 
10 NYCDOE Chancellor’s Regulation A-610 

11 NYSED P-12 Education Committee November 30, 2023 Memo 

https://wiki.nycenet.edu/x/DQXKAQ
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/legal/office-of-general-counsel-overview-contacts/senior-field-counsel-2
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-DocumentingCourseContent
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/docs/default-source/default-document-library/a-6103ae45a4a56ab4c6c900b3fefb4781a0e.pdf
https://www.regents.nysed.gov/sites/regents/files/1223p12d2revised.pdf
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10. Can the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher use a vendor-provided syllabus as proof they taught the course?  

No. While a vendor-provided syllabus may serve as a strong template, it is the teacher’s responsibility to add 
or remove lessons as appropriate and to ensure that the course is aligned to NYSED’s commencement-level 
learning standards. The teacher also ensures that the course is of comparable scope and rigor to other 
courses offered in the school.  

If the course syllabus is adapted from a third-party platform or content provider, the NYCDOE subject-
certified teacher must clearly indicate their name as the teacher of record on top and must also indicate the 
year and term the course is taught.  

In addition, syllabi for all courses should include the following: 

• Identifying information, including the school name or DBN, teacher’s name, course title, course code(s), 
and school year/term 

• Timeline of the course, including when the course meets, for how long, and the beginning and end 
dates of the course 

• Number of credits the course is worth 
• Materials, texts and other resources required for the course  
• Course objectives and their alignment to specific NYSED grade-level learning standards 
• Assessments and grading policy, including make-up work policies.12 Schools do not need to include 

school-wide grading policies in course content documentation, provided the information is shared with 
students and families separately. 

Strong virtual/blended course syllabi also include the following: 

• Where, when, and how students receive instruction. Students can participate in and receive credit for 
virtual/blended courses at school or at an off-site location, during the school day or after school hours. 

o Example: The syllabus for an off-site virtual course states that students are to participate in virtual 
instruction for one hour at least three times a week, for at least 54 hours total during the term. 

o Example: The syllabus for an on-site virtual course states that students are to complete virtual 
learning in the computer lab on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays during period 3. 

o Example: The syllabus for a blended course might state the days and times when students receive 
instruction on site, and the expectations for when and how students are to complete the virtual 
learning off site.  

o Example: The syllabus for a blended course incorporating asynchronous learning outlines the 
expectations for the on site instruction and provides a description of the asynchronous activities, 
including the amount of time these activities should take each week and mechanisms of tracking 
student engagement in these activities.  

• When students interact with the subject-certified teacher of record, beyond scheduled, synchronous 
instruction. As in any course, interaction between the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher and students 
must be frequent enough to allow many opportunities for students to receive instructional support and 

 
12 Schools are discouraged from including non-mastery measures of performance in students’ grades. For more information about 
determining final grades, see the Grading Policy Toolkit. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-GradingPolicyToolkit
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meaningful feedback on their progress. The syllabus must specify when and the frequency with which 
this interaction will take place and how it will take place (e.g., in person, over email, through a platform).  

• Additional technology considerations. A strong course syllabus outlines if students are required to use 
special equipment to access virtual learning, the directions for how students log in to the virtual 
platform, and information on how students can access administrative support, if needed.  

• Privacy statement: It is important for students and families to be aware of their rights, and the ways in 
which their information might be shared. See the Cybersecurity page on the InfoHub for information on 
the Children’s Virtual Privacy Protection Act (COPPA) and the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA). 

For additional information on developing syllabi, see the Documenting Course Content guidance document. 

11. Does holding office hours for students suffice as regular and substantive interaction?  

No. The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher overseeing the course must actively monitor students’ progress 
and provide feedback to students in the course, just as a teacher would in any other course. As part of this 
regular and substantive interaction, all courses must include one synchronous learning period per week. If 
the teacher holds open, optional office hours for students to attend as needed, it must be in addition to an 
active form of monitoring student progress (for example, emailing the student, conducting virtual check-ins, 
or having recurring synchronous meetings).  

12. How does the teacher assess and grade student learning in virtual/blended courses? 

As with all courses, the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher overseeing the virtual/blended course is 
responsible for designing or selecting assessments which align with the learning standards and learning 
outcomes outlined in the course syllabus. Assessments may include projects, exams administered within or 
outside the virtual platform, portfolios, and other measures of student competency.  

Student grades must be based on student proficiency in the learning standards and competencies addressed 
in the virtual/blended course. As in any course, grading policies for virtual/blended courses must be 
documented prior to the commencement of the course and be clear to students, families, and staff. 
Students’ grades in courses are determined and awarded by the NYCDOE teacher of record.  

The teacher’s gradebook may be requested at any time, as with any regular course. Every gradebook must 
include the teacher’s name, course title, year and term the course was offered, student name, clear marks 
for all grading periods, and a clear final grade. Schools must have systems in place to maintain prior grading 
policies and copies of teachers’ gradebooks. Schools must not use Regents exam scores as a factor in 
student grades. 

For virtual/blended courses that commence on or after September 1, 2024, students will no 
longer be required to pass the culminating Regents exam in order to earn course credit.   

13. How do teachers document and award grades for virtual/blended courses?  

Virtual/blended courses are regular courses and must meet the same academic policies as traditional 
courses. The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher overseeing a virtual/blended course must provide feedback 
regarding student’s proficiency in course objectives, including awarding interim grades in STARS and a final 
grade in STARS at the end of the term. Refer to question 12 for more information.  

https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/it/cybersecurity
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-DocumentingCourseContent
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14. If the digital platform calculates grades and students can see those grades on the digital platform, do 
teachers still need to provide feedback to students and enter grades in STARS?  

Yes. The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher overseeing a virtual/blended course must inform students of 
their progress and enter grades in STARS. Virtual platforms and learning management systems do not 
replace STARS. See question 9 and question 12 above for more information.  

15. Can non-subject-certified teachers supervise students in a study hall in which they are completing 
activities related to virtual/blended courses?  

Yes, provided that the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher is still the teacher of record in STARS. All virtual and 
blended courses must be instructed by a NYCDOE subject-certified teacher with whom students have 
regular and substantive interaction. As for all courses, teachers of virtual courses must be linked to a 
myGalaxy personnel record using the Teacher Reference in STARS.  

Teacher(s) other than the subject-certified teacher of record may supervise students in a computer lab, take 
attendance, manage equipment and technology, etc. See question 33 for information on how to add a non-
subject-certified teacher or other staff member to the course in STARS. 

16. Can teachers supervise a small group of students (up to 10) learning virtually as their professional activity 
assignment?  

Yes.  

17. Many virtual vendors provide their own instruction and assessments. Do courses with these features 
require a subject-certified NYCDOE teacher? 

Yes. A NYCDOE subject-certified teacher must instruct all virtual/blended learning courses. While vendors 
may offer a variety of resources for students in virtual/blended courses, vendor-provided learning activities 
do not replace the subject-certified teacher. The NYCDOE subject-certified teacher is responsible for 
ensuring the course syllabus aligns to New York State commencement-level learning standards, providing 
regular and substantive interaction, monitoring student progress, providing feedback, and awarding interim 
and final grades.  

18. Can the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher be a teacher from another school, in another building? 

Yes.13 An NYCDOE subject-certified teacher from one school can oversee a virtual or blended course at 
another school, even if the schools are in different buildings. The subject-certified teacher overseeing the 
course is always the teacher of record in STARS, even if they are from a different school. See the Systems 
section of this document for information on how to program these students in STARS using shared 
instruction.  

See question 36 and question 37 for programming teachers and students in Virtual Learning Classroom (VLC) 
courses. Note that SBVL courses are offered by a school’s own teachers to their own students.  

 
13 Schools participating in SBVL may utilize shared instruction within the same campus only. 

https://wiki.nycenet.edu/x/DQXKAQ
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19. Can the subject-certified teacher overseeing a virtual/blended course be a subject-certified teacher from a 
non-NYCDOE school? 

No. Virtual/blended courses must be taught by NYCDOE subject-certified teachers.   

20. How many students can a teacher oversee in a virtual/blended course? 

The class size limits that apply to traditional courses also apply to virtual/blended courses. Contact your 
senior field counsel with any questions about the contract. 

Implementation 

21. Is there a minimum number of on-site minutes for virtual/blended courses? 

There is no minimum on-site time requirement for virtual/blended courses. Throughout the course, students 
must have enough in-person and/or virtual interaction with the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher so that 
the teacher can adequately assess student progress and proficiency in content.  

22. Can students pace through virtual and blended courses in less than 54 hours and still receive credit?  

Virtual and blended courses must meet the same academic policies as traditional courses. Virtual/blended 
courses must provide students with 54 hours of instruction per credit, just like in regular courses. 
Virtual/blended courses also must be of the same scope and rigor as all other courses offered by the high 
school. Schools may choose to use the Course Review Form as a way to ensure that a course is being 
implemented appropriately; see question 2 for more information.   

While credit-bearing courses must provide the opportunity for 54 hours of instruction per credit, 
individual students may move through the coursework more quickly or slowly. However, 
students may not complete virtual and blended courses in significantly less than 54 hours per 
credit. To do so is a clear violation of City and State policy.  

It is the NYCDOE subject-certified teacher’s responsibility to monitor students’ progress through the course 
and identify if students are pacing through the course too quickly or too slowly. If many students are pacing 
through a virtual/blended course in less than 54 hours, the school must reassess the course content to 
determine if it is of the same scope and rigor as other courses offered by the high school.  

23. Can schools schedule a student to complete a virtual/blended course in less than a full term, so other 
students will also have access to that same account or license?  

No. Students participating in virtual or blended coursework must be given the same amount of time to 
complete the course as they would for any other course at that school. Schools may not pressure students 
to accelerate their virtual learning so that another student can use the platform. Students must be given the 
full term to complete the course, as they would in any other course. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/legal/office-of-general-counsel-overview-contacts/senior-field-counsel-2
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-CourseReviewForm
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24. Must students complete a virtual/blended course in a single term, or can students complete a 
virtual/blended course over an extended period of time? 

No. Students must be programmed in STARS and receive a final grade in all classes, including virtual/blended 
courses, at the end of a term. Schools should have clearly defined procedures to ensure that students’ final 
course grades are entered in STARS in a timely manner. Schools may not delay awarding a final grade 
beyond the course’s originally scheduled term.  

If a student does not meet the learning outcomes of the course by the end of the term, the school must 
award a failing grade and provide make-up opportunities as appropriate.14   

25. When do students need to pass the Regents exam in order to earn credit for a virtual or blended course?  

In order to earn credit for any course, including virtual and blended courses, students must demonstrate 
they have fully and successfully met the learning outcomes of the course.15 

For virtual and blended courses ending in August 2024 and prior, students must pass the Regents exam in 
the subject area at the end of the term if they have not already passed an exam that counts toward a 
diploma in that subject area.16 Students must pass at least one assessment in each of these areas to 
graduate: ELA, math, science, and social studies.  

For courses that are part of a sequence, this requirement applies to the last term of instruction in that 
sequence.   

• Example: Global History is a four-semester, four-credit sequence of instruction that culminates in the 
Global History Regents exam.  

o If a student is taking the fourth semester of Global History (HGS44) as a virtual or blended course, 
and if the student has yet to pass any social studies Regents exam, then the student must pass the 
Global History Regents exam at the end of that term in order to receive credit for the course.  

o If a student is taking the fourth semester of Global History (HGS44) as a virtual or blended course, 
and the student has already passed the US History Regents exam, then the student does not need 
to pass the Global History Regents exam in order to receive credit for the course. This is because 
they already passed a social studies assessment. 

o If the student is taking the second semester of Global History (HGS42) as a virtual course, the 
student does not have to pass the Global History Regents exam in order to receive credit for that 
course. The Regents exam does not affect the student’s ability to earn credit for the first, second, 
or third semester of instruction. 

• Example: Students are enrolled in a virtual Algebra II/Trig course. The course culminates in the Algebra 
II/Trig Regents exam. For students who have already passed a math Regents exam (for example, Algebra 
I or Geometry), the Algebra II/Trig Regents exam is not required for graduation. Students who are 

 
14 See “Earning Credit after Previously Failing a Course” in the High School Academic Policy Guide for additional information. 

15 Per NYSED Commissioner’s Regulations Part 100.5. 

16 See High School Academic Policy Guide for additional information. 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-CreditRecovery
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/AcPolicy-HighSchoolAcademicPolicyGuide
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/part100/pages/1005.html
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/AcPolicy-HighSchoolAcademicPolicyGuide
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enrolled in this virtual course do not need to pass the Algebra II/Trig Regents exam in order to receive 
credit for the course.  

• Example: A student failed the second semester of a Living Environment course, but they passed the 
Living Environment Regents exam. The student is retaking the second semester of instruction as a virtual 
course. Since the student already passed the required Regents exam, they do not need to retake the 
exam in order to receive credit for the virtual course. 

If a student’s virtual/blended course credit is contingent on their Regents exam score as described above, 
the final grade must not be entered into STARS until the Regents exam has been scored. These students 
should receive a failing grade at the end of the term if they do not pass the Regents exam. Future Regents 
exam scores cannot be factored into the student’s grade at a later date.  

Aside from the requirement outlined above, Regents exams cannot be a factor student’s final grades, as 
described in the Grading Policy Toolkit.  

For courses that start on or after September 1, 2024, students are no longer required to pass 
the culminating Regents exam to receive credit for a virtual/blended course. Regents exams will 
continue to be prohibited as a factor in course grades.  

26. Does an approved Regents appeal meet the requirement for passing the Regents to earn credit for a 
virtual or blended course as described in question 25?   

No. Students without IEPs must earn scores of 65 or higher on the Regents exam to receive course credit for 
virtual and blended courses, and students with IEPs must earn scores of 55 or higher. 

Students may become eligible for appeals after earning course credit in all courses in a sequence leading to 
the exam. However, they may not use the appeal to earn course credit in virtual/blended courses. See 
Appeal to Graduate with a Low Score on Regents Exam for more information on appeals. 

For courses that start on or after September 1, 2024, students are no longer required to pass 
the culminating Regents exam to receive credit for a virtual/blended course.        

27. Can science laboratory requirements be met through virtual or blended courses?  

Yes. Part 100.5(b) has been amended to allow for the 1,200 minutes of lab experience to be met through a 
combination of hands-on and simulated laboratory experience; prior to this amendment, virtual lab 
experiences to meet this requirement were not permissible.  

28. Can students take physical education (PE) as a virtual or blended course?  

Yes, in rare cases. Physical activity is an essential component of physical education. Therefore, 
virtual/blended courses may be used only on a student-by-student basis in situations where a student is 
deficient in credits due to failing previous semesters of PE or temporarily unable to participate in physical 
activity for health reasons. For example, virtual/blended PE courses may be appropriate for the following 
students: 

• A student who is temporarily medically excused from engaging in physical activities 

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-GradingPolicyToolkit
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-Appeals
https://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/1005-diploma-requirements#AdditionalRequirementsRegentsDiploma
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• A grade 12 student who failed PE in grade 11 
• A student who is receiving medically-necessary instruction 
• A student who has a deficiency in PE credits that cannot be accommodated during the students’ school 

day program. 

Virtual and blended PE courses must follow all of the policies outlined in this document and the Physical 
Education (PE) Guide, including the requirement for substantive interaction with an NYCDOE PE-certified 
teacher and aligned to commencement-level learning standards. Just like all courses, virtual and blended PE 
courses must meet the requirements described in question 2. Courses that follow the daily PE model, 
including virtual courses, must have synchronous instruction daily.  Students may take more than one PE 
course in a term if the additional course(s) is for elective credit or to make up a course failed in an earlier 
term. Students may not accelerate or “bank” PE credits to avoid taking PE in later grades. 

All students must complete the required NYC FITNESSGRAM assessments in person each semester that they 
are enrolled in a virtual/blended PE course unless medically unable to attend and/or participate.  

There are limited, approved programs where PE is provided almost exclusively through virtual/blended 
courses, such as schools with approved SBVL, School without Walls (02M395), Virtual Innovators Academy 
(08X636), and some medically-necessary instruction (MNI) programs. If your school is interested in offering 
virtual/blended PE courses, and it is not one of the approved programs listed, reach out to your OSWP Boro 
Inbox. 

29. Are virtual or blended courses only to be used for credit recovery? 

No. Credit recovery is one use for virtual courses, but it is not the only reason a school may choose to offer 
virtual or blended courses. Reasons for offering virtual and blended courses include but are not limited to 
the following: 

• To offer differentiation for students who are not successful in a traditional classroom setting or prefer a 
virtual setting 

• To provide a new approach to learning content that the student previously failed 
• To schedule students who are deficient in credits for additional courses 
• To provide students who have demonstrated the ability to work independently the opportunity to 

participate in advanced classes 
• To provide students the opportunity to take courses the school does not currently offer 
• To familiarize students with virtual platforms and technology in a structured setting 
• To help students develop time management skills and the ability to work independently in support of 

their college and career readiness 

  

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/acpolicy-physicaleducation.pdf
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/acpolicy-physicaleducation.pdf
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/acpolicy-physicaleducation.pdf
https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/health-and-wellness/connect-with-school-wellness-programs
https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/health-and-wellness/connect-with-school-wellness-programs
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/acpolicy-creditrecovery.pdf
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Parent Opt-In – Updated July 2024 

30. If a school does not receive a response from the parent by the first day of school (or term), what should 
they do? (Updated July 1, 2024) 

Schools should make every effort to engage parents in understanding the benefits of and expectations for 
virtual/blended courses so that parents can make an informed and timely decision. If a school does not 
receive a response by the first day of the term, the student must not participate in virtual/blended 
course(s), and the school must provide a traditional, in-person program. If the parent returns the opt-in 
form after the first day of the term, the school may accommodate the student’s participation at their 
discretion provided there is minimal disruption to the student’s learning.    

Systems  

31. Can students try a virtual/blended course without being scheduled for it in STARS?  

No. Students must be scheduled for all courses in STARS. Students cannot try a virtual course without being 
scheduled for it STARS, in the same way that students cannot try a traditional classroom course without 
being scheduled for it in STARS. Schools also cannot provide login credentials for students to do a “trial run” 
of a virtual course without being scheduled for it in STARS. Schools cannot retroactively add a 
virtual/blended course to a student’s transcript. Schools must award marking period and final grades to all 
students scheduled for virtual/blended courses according to the school’s marking period calendar. 

32. How should schools schedule students participating in virtual/blended courses at a different NYCDOE 
school? 

The shared instruction function in ATS enables students to remain on the register of their home school while 
being programmed for and receiving a final grade in STARS for a course taken at another DOE school. To 
schedule students who are fully enrolled at their home school but are taking a virtual/blended course at 
another NYCDOE school, the shared instruction school must: 

• Verify that the Shared Instruction grade code “999” is available in the Grade Code Table (Table 110) by 
using the TBLD function in ATS. 

o If grade code “999” is not available, schools should request grade code “999” via RQSA – GRC. 

• Add ATS grade code “999” to an official class.  

o At least one official class must have the grade code “999” before schools can initiate shared 
instruction. 

o Schools should either add grade code “999” to an existing official class or create a new class for 
shared instruction students, using the CMOD function. 

o If creating a new official class, the official class code and name should align with the school’s 
official class naming mechanism.  

• Initiate shared instruction for students using the ATS function SHIN.   

o From the BIOS menu, type in the student’s ID number and select SIAD (option 15).  
o Enter the shared instruction ‘Admit’ date and the shared instruction official class.   

https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Table+Display+-+TBLD
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Request+Change+of+Student+Grade+Level+-+GRC
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Add+or+Change+Class+Information+-+CMOD
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Shared+Instruction+Function+-+SHIN
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/ATSSUM+Biographical+By+Individual+Student+-+BIOS
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Shared+Instruction+Admit+-+SIAD
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o An aggregate number of students attending shared instruction in your school can be viewed on the 
STAT menu and RSHI report. 

• Program students for appropriate course sections in STARS Admin. 

o Shared instruction students will display with a status of ‘ST’.  
o Shared instruction students appear in STARS Admin Custom Reports 3.21 to 3.25.  

School Based Virtual Learning (SBVL)  

33. What is SBVL? 

School Based Virtual Learning (SBVL) was created for schools to establish virtual learning models created by 
and for their school communities. School Based Virtual Learning courses are taught by current teachers and 
are attended by current students. Schools apply to participate, and all policies described in this document 
apply to courses that are part of SBVL.   

Virtual Learning Classrooms (VLC)  

34. What is Virtual Learning Classrooms?  

Virtual Learning Classrooms offers NYCDOE middle and high schools the opportunity to enroll students in 
remote classes that are not offered at their school, including world language, Advanced Placement (AP), and 
elective courses. These classes are taught synchronously by centrally-hired and trained teachers before, 
during, and after the regular school day.  

High school VLC courses must comply with all policies for credit-bearing virtual and blended learning as 
described in question 2. Middle school VLC courses for high school credit must comply with all policies for 
virtual and blended learning and the policies for awarding accelerated middle school course credit, as 
described in the Middle School Academic Policy Guide.  

35. What is the role of the VLC teacher?  

VLC courses are taught by NYCDOE subject-certified teachers who have the same responsibilities as subject-
certified instructors of virtual and blended courses (see question 9). 

36. Since VLC teachers are in a different location than the students they teach, how are they linked to the 
course in STARS?  

The VLC subject-certified teacher overseeing the course must be added as “Person Not on Budget” in 
myGalaxy in order to link to the VLC course. See the Programming Virtual Learning Classroom (VLC) Courses 
wiki for details on linking VLC teachers to courses.  

37. How are VLC courses set up and scheduled in STARS?  

The students’ primary school of enrollment must program students for VLC courses in STARS according to 
the following policies: 

• Course Name: All VLC courses must include the letters "VLC" somewhere in the course name.  

https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Opening+School+Status+-+STAT
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/Shared+Instruction+Report+-+RSHI
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/acpolicy-middleschoolacademicpolicyguide.pdf
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/HSST/Programming+Virtual+Learning+Classroom+%28VLC%29+Courses
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/HSST/Programming+Virtual+Learning+Classroom+%28VLC%29+Courses
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• Course Code: Schools must use course codes according to the guidance in the Middle School Course 
Code Directory and the High School Course Code Directory.  

o Middle school accelerated course codes must not deviate from the standardized codes to ensure 
that eligible students receive high school credit.  

o High school VLC courses must use ‘VL’ in the seventh and eighth course code characters.  

• Schools must identify VLC courses by selecting “Virtual Learning Classroom (VLC)” in the “Section 
Properties.” 

See the Programming Virtual Learning Classroom (VLC) Courses wiki for more details. 

  

https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-MiddleSchoolCourseCodeDirectory
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/AcPolicy-MiddleSchoolCourseCodeDirectory
https://infohub.nyced.org/docs/default-source/doe-employees-only/acpolicy-highschoolcoursecodedirectory.pdf
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/HSST/Programming+Virtual+Learning+Classroom+%28VLC%29+Courses
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APPENDIX A – Letter of Interest 

  
[Date]   
[Student Name (Student ID Number)] 
  
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 

In the 2024-25 school year, your student may have the opportunity to learn in new ways by participating in 
virtual/blended courses. We are writing to share more information about these opportunities and ask if you 
would be interested in having your student participate. You will receive more detailed information and a formal 
opt-in form in August that will be used to finalize your student’s schedule. Thank you for [insert instructions on 
how parents should get their response back to the school] by [insert deadline] to help us plan better for the 
following term.   
 

[Instructions to be deleted before sending to letter out] This portion of the letter should be used as a guide for 
how schools can communicate the conditions of the course being offered to make sure parents get the 
information they need in order to make an informed decision in August. Schools should tailor this section to 
their needs and provide as much information as is currently available.     
 

Here are some details about the virtual/blended course(s) that could be offered as an option to your student:  
 
Course name(s):   
Course meeting dates and times: 
Type of learning environment:  

� Virtual learning environment (i.e., all instruction is delivered virtually) 
� Blended learning environment (i.e., some instruction is delivered virtually, some is delivered in 

person)  
Location(s) where students will learn: 

� On-site (in the school building)  
� Off-site (e.g., from another location that is not the school building such as the student’s home or a 

public library)  
 
How is virtual/blended learning different from traditional courses? 

In virtual/blended learning, teachers and students interact through technology for some or all of the time. 
Virtual learning is when all instruction takes place through internet-connected devices within the school building 
or outside of the school building. Blended learning is when instruction sometimes takes place in person and 
sometimes through internet-connect devices. Either way, your student will receive live instruction and support 
from a certified teacher on a weekly basis.    
 
Does my student have to participate in virtual/blended learning?  
No. Students are not required to participate in virtual/blended learning if you do not want them to. If you do not 
wish to have your student enrolled in a virtual/blended course, they will be provided a full, in-person program in 
a traditional classroom setting. Before finalizing your decision, you are encouraged to speak with the school to 
understand the opportunities provided by the virtual or blended courses being offered.      
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Please complete and return to the school by [deadline date] to indicate your intent to opt-in your student to 
virtual/blended learning for the [insert year].   

  
I understand that my response is preliminary based on the information currently available. Should my student’s 
school offer virtual/blended course(s), I will make my final decision when I receive the formal opt-in form in August 
and return it to my student’s school.    
   
Parent’s name:    
Student’s name: 
Student ID number:   
  
Please indicate which statement best describes your thinking on virtual/blended course(s) for your student at 
this time:  

☐ I plan to opt them in to virtual/blended course(s) they might be offered  
☐ I plan to decline any virtual/blended course(s)  
☐ I am unsure if I want my student to participate in virtual/blended courses   
If you would like to share more information about your response, please share below:  
______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________  

 
If you would like to discuss your response, please reach out to [insert school contact].  
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APPENDIX B – Parent Opt-In Form 

  
[Date]   
[Student Name (Student ID Number)] 
  
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
 

Our school is planning to offer virtual/blended courses in the upcoming term. We are writing to share more 
information about these opportunities and ask if you agree to have your student participate. Detailed 
information about the virtual/blended courses offered to your student is provided below. Please provide your 
response by [insert date and details about how parents should submit their response].  
 
How is virtual/blended learning different from traditional courses? 

In virtual/blended learning, teachers and students interact through technology for some or all of the time. 
Virtual learning is when all instruction for a course takes place through internet-connected devices within the 
school building or outside of the school building. Blended learning is when instruction for a course sometimes 
takes place in person and sometimes through internet-connect devices. Either way, your student will receive 
instruction and support from a certified teacher.    
 
Does my student have to participate in virtual/blended learning?  
No. Students are not required to participate in virtual/blended learning if you do not want them to. If you do not 
wish to have your student enrolled in a virtual/blended course, they will be provided a full in-person program 
held in a traditional classroom setting.    
 
When making your decision, discuss this opportunity with your student and consider your student’s previous 
experience with virtual learning, their preferred type of learning environment, and your family’s schedule. You 
should also consider how the course(s) can support your student's college and career goals. If you choose to 
have your student participate in virtual/blended learning and realize it is not the learning environment that best 
fits your student after the course has started, reach out to us to discuss what other options might be available. 
[Insert details about school’s add/drop policy here including procedure, key dates etc.].  
  
[Instructions to be deleted before sending letter out: This portion of the letter should provide all the course 
details that parents need to know in order to make their decision. If the offered course is blended, make sure that 
you are clear when it will meet virtually and when it will meet in person. If the student’s schedule entails different 
start and end times than in a traditional schedule (e.g., half days, evening courses), explain in detail. Schools 
should tailor this section to their needs and provide as much detail as possible.]      
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Example table of scheduled virtual learning courses  
  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Sunday  Independent 

work expectation  
“Literature 
from the 
Harlem 
Renaissance”  
  
Mr. Pollock  
  
Blended  

3:00-3:45pm  
  
At school  
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  
  

  3:00-
3:45pm  
  
At school  
  
  

3:00-
3:45pm  
  
At school   
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  
  
  

    5:00-5:45pm  
  
At home   
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  

  

“Computer 
Science”  
  
Ms. Drezner  
  
Virtual  

8:00-9:00am  
  
At home  
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  
  

2:00-
3:00pm  
  
At home  
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  

  8:00-9:00am  
  
At home  
  
Via internet-
connected 
device  

        

  
If you have further questions before making your decision, please contact [insert school contact] as soon as 
possible so as not to delay finalizing your student’s schedule for the upcoming term.   
  
Sincerely,  
Principal name   
   
  

Please indicate your decision below and return to the school by [insert deadline date and details about how 
parents should submit their response].   

  
Please indicate whether you agree to have your student to participate in the virtual/blended course(s) described 
above. If you do not agree to have your student take the virtual/blended course(s), they will be given a full, in-
person program.   
 
  

☐ I agree to have my student participate in all virtual/blended courses  
  
☐ I do not agree to have my student participate in virtual/blended courses   
  
☐ [If parent has option to opt in to some, but not all, describe this option here]  

  
Parent/Guardian’s name:    
Parent/Guardian's signature:   
Student’s name: 
Student ID number:  
Date:  



 

Appeal No. 22168 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

In the Matter of an Appeal to the NYS Commissioner of 
Education, AMANDA VENDER, individually, and o/b/o 
her minor children, M.V.-W. and N.V.-W., et al., 

Petitioners, 

-against- 

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
et al., 

Respondents. 

VERIFIED ANSWER 

MURIEL GOODE-TRUFANT 
Acting Corporation Counsel of the City of New York 

Attorney for Respondents 
100 Church Street 
New York, NY 10007 

Of Counsel: David S. Thayer 
Tel:  (212) 356-2649 
 

Due and timely service is hereby admitted. 

New York, N.Y.   .................................................. , 20…... 

................................................................................. , Esq. 

Attorney for ......................................................................  
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