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AFFIDAVIT OF SARAH FRANK 

STATE OF NEW YORK             ) 
                                                         ) ss.: 
COUNTY OF NEW YORK         ) 
 

SARAH FRANK, being duly sworn, deposes, and says: 

1. I am a teacher employed at Edward A. Reynolds West Side High School (“West 

Side High School” or “West Side”), located at 140 W 102nd St, New York, NY 10025. As such, I 

am familiar with the facts and circumstances in this matter, and I submit this affidavit in support 

of the Verified Petition. I have read the Verified Petition and know the contents thereof. The same 

is true to the best of my knowledge and belief based on my communications with students, my 

experiences in my capacity as a teacher, and my review of documents that are related to this case. 

As to the matters herein stated to be alleged upon information and belief, I believe them to be 

true.  

2. I currently reside in Manhattan, New York. 

3. I have worked at West Side High School in various capacities since the fall of 

2009. 

4. West Side is a “transfer school” educating “transfer students.” Transfer students 

have unique life circumstances that impact their education. West Side provides a variety of 

supports and resources to help transfer students thrive both inside and outside of the classroom. 

5. I am opposed to the proposed relocation of West Side High School for the 

following reasons.  

Loss of Resources: 

6. Our students at West Side High School juggle their life and academic 

responsibilities. Without our assistive resources, many of them will not be able to continue their 
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education. The EIS does not adequately consider how the loss of resources will affect attendance 

and enrollment. 

7. For example, currently, West Side High School partners with and houses a Lyfe 

Center and Ryan Health Center. It is essential for our students, many of whom have children of 

their own, to be in the same building as their children. Student-parents need the peace of mind 

that their children are safe and close by,, so that they can focus on their studies.   

8. Without the Lyfe Center, many student-parents will no longer attend school. Many 

students at West Side are re-engaging with education and were reluctant to do so. Many of our 

students try to avoid coming to class. The additional obstacle of leaving their child and traveling 

to a different childcare facility is something that many students will not overcome.  

9. West Side also has a superb health and wellness program. Many students do not 

have the resources to focus on their health at home.  

10. Currently, our building houses a kitchen. The kitchen is set up similar to a home 

kitchen. We use the kitchen to teach students how to make realistic, healthy meals for themselves 

and their families. This gives students the skill set they need to eat healthily. 

11. The EIS does not mention the health and wellness program. Based on information 

and belief, the proposed re-site building does not have a home kitchen. The loss of the home 

kitchen will deprive our students of an opportunity to learn an extremely beneficial life skill. 

This is a resource that should not be taken away from them. 

Loss of Space: 

12. At West Side, many students have social-emotional challenges. Helping our 

students overcome these challenges requires space that the re-site location does not have.  
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13. Individual Education Plans (IEPs) often require two teachers per classroom. When 

co-teaching occurs, one teacher will often times take a small group out of the classroom to 

another classroom to give specialized instructions. Students and teachers require this extra 

classroom space in order to focus, and get the most out of their education. 

14. I currently work out of a large classroom. This is essential for teaching students 

with social-emotional needs. The large classroom allows me to separate some students, and give 

them space to regulate their emotions without distracting others. 

15. As a transfer school, many of our students are adults. Adults must be treated as 

such. These students deserve the opportunity to make autonomous decisions about their social-

emotional needs. If students feel that they need space away from other students, they deserve the 

space to do so.  

16. According to the EIS and other NYCDOE documents, the proposed re-site school 

is smaller than West Side’s current building. There are fewer classrooms and the classrooms are 

smaller. The EIS provide a blanket statement that IEP requirements will be met if the relocation 

occurs but fails to provide any specifics or logistics. The EIS does not truly consider if it is 

possible to meet IEP requirements in the new building. I am extremely skeptical that the new 

building will have enough space for me to separate students, spread out my instructions, and give 

students the added space they need to regulate and learn. 

17. The space for the cafeteria, the auditorium, and the gym are much smaller than 

those at the current location. The EIS is also silent as to whether there is sufficient office space. It 

does not appear that either the school psychologist or speech therapist has a private office which 

they would need, because their services are individual and confidential.  

Security and Safety Concerns: 
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18. West Side’s current campus is on three floors, and we currently have two School 

Safety Agents (“SSA”). The proposed re-location consists of five floors; occupying floors seven, 

eight, nine, ten, and eleven. On information and belief, the DOE will provide us with two SSA. 

However, two SSAs is grossly inadequate to protect West Side students and faculty.  

19. If the relocation occurs, the SSA will be stationed in the lobby at the elevator 

bank, to grant elevator access to those who need it. The SSA will be separated from the students 

by multiple floors, which is a major safety concern.  

20. I have safety concerns about how faculty will handle physical fights between 

students. Teachers are not supposed to get involved with students' physical altercations. When a  

fight occurs, the SSA -- who is anywhere from seven to eleven stories below the altercation – 

will have to be alerted, come up the elevator, and find the altercation. At that point, crucial time 

to intervene and diffuse the situation has elapsed. Under these circumstances, I fear I do not have 

the resources to keep myself or my students safe. 

21. Last year, a fight almost broke out in my classroom. I was pregnant, and not in a 

position to keep myself or my students safe. I fear that when something similar happens again, 

there will not be enough security to properly diffuse the situation.  

22. Given that West Side is a transfer school, physical altercations while not routine, 

are not unusual. Therefore, we have to prepare to handle fights, which the DOE’s current plan 

does not address. If anything, the EIS by its silence raises more concerns.  

23. I am also concerned about student safety in the hallways, because we do not have 

the proper staff to monitor them. 

24. Students attending West Side try to avoid going to class and need help staying 

inside the classroom. Many students hang out in the hallway to procrastinate attending class. In 
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our current building, it is easy to monitor the hallways, because we have multiple school safety 

agents and only use four floors.  

25. The proposed re-site location has many places for students to hide in the hallways. 

We do not have the staff to adequately monitor the hallways or ensure everyone is where they are 

supposed to be. This is a huge safety issue, because we are responsible for knowing where our 

students are at all times. 

26. Hallway monitoring issues also negatively affect students with IEPs. Many IEPs 

require that students get breaks from instruction. I am concerned about the implementation of 

this normally successful accommodation. Because of the increased hallway spaces and the 

decreased monitoring, I fear that students may get into trouble while roaming the halls on their 

breaks.  

27. These students are legally entitled to these breaks, and they deserve adequate 

structure and supervision to ensure these breaks are truly beneficial.  

28. The DOE and the EIS failed to address the challenges that come along with extra 

hallway space. West Side should not be relocated. We simply do not have enough staff to ensure 

the safety of our students. 

29. I also have safety concerns about West Side High School being moved to a 

commercial building that is open to the public. 

30. Teenagers are curious by nature, and such curiosity can get them into trouble. I 

suspect that many students will wander into the non-school areas of the building, where they 

should not be. This eventuality can be problematic for both the students and the other lessees. 
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31. The EIS does not address potential conflicts between the school floors and the 

commercial floors. Re-location should not occur, because West Side does not have enough SSAs 

or staff to consistently monitor where our students go. 

32. Student safety will also be compromised because it will be incredibly easy for 

students to sneak out of school. On information and belief, there are no cameras in the proposed 

relocation site. I am concerned for the safety of myself and my students if there are no cameras 

on campus. 

33. In addition to the lack of hallway monitoring, the lack of cameras will allow 

students to leave campus without the faculty knowing.  

34. Currently, if students try to leave school without permission, our staff is alerted. 

The doors are alarmed and cameras are constantly monitored by the SSAs. When the alarms go 

off, we check the cameras to determine who left school.  

35. Cameras are essential to keep our school safe. The cameras deter students from 

leaving without permission, because they know they will be found. The cameras are a reliable 

way to keep track of our students' whereabouts.  

36. Cameras also serve an evidentiary purpose. When altercations occur on campus, 

there is evidence of such, which allows the school to deal with student difficulties accordingly. 

37. The EIS fails to mention that the proposed resite does not have cameras. Cameras 

are essential to the safety and functioning of the school. The EIS also doesn’t mention the 

integral roles cameras play in school safety.  

Location Concerns: 

38. Lastly, I have concerns about the location of the proposed new location. 
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39. As discussed, many students at West Side have an aversion to going to school. If 

re-location occurs it will be incredibly inconvenient for students to get to the new school. The 

location change will result in a sharp decrease in attendance and enrollment, which the EIS fails 

to consider.  

40. Many students take the downtown one train to West Side High School. If there is 

a relocation, students will still have to travel all the way downtown to 42nd Street and then  then 

cross over to the East Side to go back uptown. 

41. This additional commute is neither easy nor practical for many transfer students. 

As discussed, many transfer students have social-emotional issues, making a commute extremely 

challenging. Also, many students are parents or have other responsibilities leaving them with no 

extra time to provide for child care and then get to school on time.  

42. The EIS broadly states that some students' commute time will increase, while 

some will decrease. The DOE failed to adequately consider the effect of the change in commute, 

which will be detrimental to many students.  

Open Meetings Law Violations:  

43. On May 1, 2023, the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”) held a virtual public 

meeting for the PEP members, a majority of whom are appointed by the mayor, to vote on the 

proposed re-siting of West Side. However, the public notice for this vote did not mention the 

location for the meeting or state that the public may attend.  

44. At the meeting, students, parents, teachers, politicians, and community members 

spoke critically about the re-siting for more than five hours.  
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45. During the vote, four PEP members had their cameras off while voting in favor of 

the re-site. Based on the law that requires voting PEP members to be seen and identified in 

virtual public meetings, it is my understanding that the vote is void.  

46. The lack of transparency surrounding the May 1 vote could also disincentivize 

West Side stakeholders from partipating in future PEP meetings. If their wishes are continuously 

ignored, they may feel they are not being listened to and elect to not attend future PEP meetings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For the abo\'C reasons. I submit this affida,;t in support ohhc Ycrifioo Petition in opposition to 

Sworn to bdore me tbu 

11"' Day of June; 2023 

LAURA DAWN BARBIERI 
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF NE\V YORK 

Rqlstntloo No. 02BAU9428J 
Quilled Ill New \Wit CoentJ 

CCIIIIIIIiuloa Esplm l1ly I, 202J 
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