EXHIBIT &



AFFIDAVIT OF ASHLEY NORMAN

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF NEW YORK ; e
ASHLEY NORMAN, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am the parent of a minor child, I.C., who attends the Edward A. Reynolds West
Side High School (“West Side”). As such, I am familiar with the facts and circumstances in this
matter, and [ submit this affidavit in opposition to the proposed re-siting of West Side from
Building M506 to Building M895 and in favor of the Verified Petition. I have read the Verified
Petition and know the contents thereof. The same is true to the best of my knowledge and belief
based on my experience as a West Side parent and community member. As to the matters herein
stated to be alleged upon information and belief, I believe them to be true.

2. My son and I currently reside within walking distance of West Side.

3. As a parent, I have been involved with West Side for a few months. But as a
graduate of West Side myself, I have been intimately familiar with the school for a long time. My
grandfather has worked security for the school, and my family literally watched Building M506
be built.

4. West Side is a successful transfer school in the city with a stellar reputation. My
own experience and the school’s reputation are what prompted me to transfer my son to West Side
from his previous high school in New Jersey.

5. West Side serves at-risk students. Ninety percent of its students face economic

hardship, forty-three percent have disabilities, and eleven percent are English language learners.



The stability and support that West Side provides are essential to the success of these students,
both inside and outside of the classroom.

6. On March 3, 2023, the New York City Department of Education (“NYCDOE”)
released an Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) proposing to re-site West Side from Building
M3506, located at 140 West 102nd Street, to Building M895, located at 105 East 106th Street,
beginning in the 2023-2024 school year.

7. There are many reasons why the proposal from the NYCDOE is a failure. Among
these reasons are that the new neighborhood is unsafe, the new building is inadequate to house
West Side, and as a result, students like my son will suffer.

The New Neighborhood Is Concerning

8. Over its fifty-year history, West Side has become part of the fabric of its
neighborhood. During that time, it has been recognized for its exceptional health and wellness
practices, helped rename a local street, and even hosted visits from former First Lady Michelle
Obama and former President Bill Clinton.

9. There was no discussion in the EIS of West Side’s ties to the surrounding
community. The importance of West Side’s fifty years of history in the community is that it
provides stability and familiarity. West Side knows how to lead and protect students at M506, in
Manhattan Valley, but not at M895, in East Harlem.

10.  Tam very familiar with the Frederick Douglass housing projects that surround West
Side. It is a safe neighborhood, and I find comfort in knowing that my son is being taken care of.

11.  Unfortunately, I am also familiar with the neighborhood around M895. I know that
the housing projects around that building are home to gang violence. West Side has no connection

to East Harlem or the neighborhood surrounding M895.



12.  West Side has an established relationship with the neighborhood it is in currently.
That relationship has allowed the school to create a safe and welcoming environment for all
students. I strongly prefer the neighborhood around M506.

The New Building Is Inadequate

13. It was a struggle to get my son to attend high school in New Jersey. He was not
going to school and did not feel comfortable there. But within a week of attending West Side, he
was excited to go to school and was even attending basketball games.

14.  Watching his friends play basketball and supporting his school have been great
ways for my son to connect with his fellow classmates and feel a sense of pride and belonging.
The full-size gym that West Side has on campus has been a haven for him.

15.  Building M895 does not have a full-size gym. If students need to travel to a different
building to access a full-size gym, I worry that it will negatively affect my son. If he wants to
continue supporting his school at games, that will mean more traveling, getting home later, and
possibly losing out on study time or needed sleep.

16.  Additionally, the class sizes at West Side are smaller, which is beneficial to its
students who require individualized, focused attention. The EIS does not address these specifics
at all, but instead merely uses boilerplate information that could apply to any school moving to
any location.

17.  The EIS assumes that because West Side has fewer students than the Young
Women’s Leadership School (“TYWLS”), the current occupants of part of Building M895, the
new space will be enough. However, TYWLS does not have the same amount of students with
individual educational programs (“IEPs”) as West Side, meaning that M895 will be inadequate to

provide the support needed by students by IEPs.



18. My son has an [EP. He gets extra time and is going to start therapy services soon.
Everyone at West Side has worked with him to provide him with as much care and attention as he
needs. I am concerned that with the smaller space at Building M895, there will not be enough
resources to provide for my son or for other students with IEPs.

The Move Will Hurt Students Like My Son

19. My son may be on the autism spectrum, and is currently being re-evaluated. One
thing that upsets him is being stuck in a confined space. He is extremely concerned that West Side
will have less space in the new building than the current building.

20. My son overheard students from TYWLS at a meeting talking about how the
building was too small for them, and that heightened his anxiety. He gets scared in small spaces
and among crowds and does not want to deal with that every day at school.

21. My son has told me that if the move happens, he wants to drop out. He would likely
not be the only student who drops out.

22. The EIS does not get into any specifics regarding IEPs. All that it says is that IEP
programs and services will continue. However, this lack of specifics means that parents and
students cannot be sure whether the programs and services will continue with the same level of
effectiveness.

23. The EIS does not contain sufficient information or analysis to allow me or any other
parent of a student with an IEP to understand the actual impact of the proposal on our children,
their education, and their school.

24.  Ido not believe that the NYCDOE’s proposal has the best interests of the students
at heart. More importantly, the EIS did not explain or give me sufficient information that I needed

to properly understand how it would affect my son, our school, and our community.



For the above reasons, I submit this affidavit in support of the Verified Petition and in

opposition to the proposed re-siting of West Side.

F" /1//)/

Ashley Norman

Sworn to before me this | Z th day
of

(T g sapdxy uossytuo,
UnoY) Yox may uy P:!?!IWOJ

. £0Zr6E9VAZY 0N sofesiay

A MIN A0 F1vis Ortand AUVION
RFIgava NMva vy |

Notary Public

LAURA DAWN BARBIERI
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF NEW YORK
_ Registration No. 02BA6394203
Qualified in New York County
Commission Expires July 1, 2023




