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STILL BURSTING AT THE SEAM 
Fixing the Blue Book 

Presentation by Shino Tanikawa 



What is the Blue Book? 



What it shows 
• Capacity of the schools /buildings 
• Enrollment as of 10/31 
• Utilization (enrollment/capacity) 
• Snapshot in time 
 



How it is used 
• Identification of under or over utilized 

schools/buildings 
• Space planning – new schools, charters, 

rezoning 
• Capital planning 
 



How is capacity calculated? 
• Principal’s Annual School Survey (PASS – 

formerly known as AFS) 
• Formula 

– Assigns capacity to classrooms 
– Calculates total capacity by tallying rooms that 

are assigned capacity 
– Deductions are made for some types of rooms 

 



Principal’s Annual School Survey 



Blue Book Formulas 
• Elementary School  
• Middle School 
• High School  
• K – 8 
• 6 – 12 
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